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EDITORIAL 


Hee back to the M.C.C. Daily Express Rally last 
month, many competitors have complained that the 
kerb-parking affair at Hastings was not a fair test. 
Chief grumble appears to be that the regulations 
relating to reversing were not sufficiently clear, and that 
several cars actually stopped away from the kerb, and 
aided by passengers’ instructions, re-started and finished 
in a more favourable position. To readers unfamiliar 
with the test, the regulations read as follows: — 

“From a standing start at A (with engine running) proceed 
to, and stop astride, line B, keeping to the right with all 
wheels clear of the dotted white line. 

“Reverse to kerb C, and stop astride line D, with both 
nearside wheels not more than 12 ins. from the kerb C. Only 
‘one reverse allowed from B to D. Time will be taken from 
start at A, to stopping astride line D, and times expressed in 
seconds divided by 10. 

“Failure of Test. (a) Running on or over any part of the 
dotted white line whilst proceeding from A to B. (b) Not 
stopping astride B and/or D. (c) Parking at D more than 12 
ins. from the kerb. (d) Touching the kerb with any part of 
the car. (e) Failing 10 complete the test in 30 secs.” 


It will be noted that there is no mention of pas- 
sengers’ assistance, nor even of any possible aid from 
friends posted near the “kerb”. Also, there does not 
appear to be any objection to a car stopping 
momentarily and moving back again, so long as the 
vehicle is still in reverse gear. The onus of declaring 
when the test has been completed would, therefore, 
seem to be on the driver. 

The allegations of unfairness may or may not be 
without foundation, but in point of fact there is some 
doubt as to whether or not the test is completed when 
the car comes to rest. To avoid any causes for dis- 
content, AUTOSPORT respectfully suggests to the M.C.C. 
that the Rally Committee could, with advantage, con- 
sider amending the regulations by including the 
following: (a) The test must be completed with only 
‘one person (the driver) in the car. (b) The test shall 
be declared completed when all rearward movement 
ceases after approaching kerb C. (d) Any assistance 
from onlookers may result in the disqualification of the 
competitor. (e) Only M.C.C. officials may be present 
on the “kerb” side of the test. 


. . . 


"TRIN orwanizers may be interested to know that in 
the Magistrates’ Court, at Hemel Hempstead 
recently, a lorry driver was fined £1 for permitting mud 
to drop from his vehicle. In evidence, a police con- 
stable stated that mud was dropping from the tyres, and 
that the road was very wet and slippery. The summons 
was issued under a Hemel Hempstead Rural Council 
by-law, introduced this year. 


OUR COVER PICTURI 


TOP OF THE CLASS: Close-up of Stirling Moss, who 
has been awarded the B.R.D.C. Gold Star and also the 


Seaman Trophy, for his achievements during the 1951 
racing season. 
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PIT AND PADDOCK 


“ Autosport ” wishes all its 
readers and friends a Derp 
Happy Christmas and a 
bumper motor sporting 
pear in 1952. 
ReRAnR RAAT ARAL 


ROM the issue dated 4th January, 

1952, the page size of AUTosPoRT 
will be increased to a width of 84 
ins. and a depth of 11} ins. This 
will be the start of Volume 4 


LAN BROWN of “Ecurie Rich- 

mond” has won the Half-Litre 
Club's 1951 Championship for his 
outstanding performance in Formula 
3 events with his Cooper-Norton. 


Gris report that Amedée Gordini 
may do further development work 
on the unsupercharged, V-12 Osca 
engine, and also on the twin-o.h.c 
“four”, 


. * . 
ies. Belgian Automobile Club gave 


a luncheon in Brussels on 14th 
January to Belgian “Sportsmen of 


the Year", Johnny Claes and 
Jacques Ickx. 


ToNy_and Kay Gaze gave a very 
successful cocktail party to their 
motor-racing friends at Buckingham 
Gate, on 14th December. Amongst 
the many notabilities present were 
Mr. and Mrs. George Abecassis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Duncan Hamilton, Stirling 
Moss, Geoffrey (Alta) Taylor, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ian Nickolls, Anthony 
Hume, John Wyer, James Tilling, 
Desmond Scannell and Mrs. Kay 
Petre. 


rEMS that South Wales has the 

answer to more b.h.p. from stan- 
dard engines. Users of the very 
successful Davies manifold now in- 
clude Cuth Harrison, C. R. Hard- 
man and H. H. Cryer—all on Ford 
engines. Sets have recently been 
supplied to Stirling Moss (Morris 
Minor) and John Bolster (Ford Ten), 
Owen Davies can be reached at 
Castle Garage, Pembroke. 
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MIDLAND 
LIGHTS: Two 
prominent people 
in the motor sport- 


ing fraternity in 
Birmingham 
(left) Murray 
Austin (Midland 
M.EC) and Fred- 
die Finnemore 
(Shenstone and 
DMC). 
* 


QUEER QUATRAIN 


WINKLE, twinkle, little piston, 

Dashing up and down the bore. 
Why on earth must you insist on 
Pinking once in every four? 


Once there was an alloy con. rod, 
Fashioned from a solid lump. 
Car unwisely lent to some bod. 
Now it's lying in the sump, 


Bumble, bumble, bent-wire crankshaft, 
Whipping in your worn mains. 

Did you hear the way my bank laughed 
When I showed them your remains? 


Do you recall my iron crank 
Strong and sturdy, you'd have said, 
You should see the awful chaos, 
Now a leg's come out of bed. 


had a special camshaft 

Spec ‘ould be. 

But my valve-heads left the engine, 
And went bounding up a tree 


T replaced my carburetter 
By anothe 

But it didn’ 
M. pul. 07 


Dainty little plunger oll-pump. 
Feeding pressure to the crank 

Isn't it the finest ever? 

Heavens, listen, cank-clank-clank ! 


Let me show you my magneto, 
Vertical and very neat. 

Guess 1 must have mixed the wiring. 
Sparks are coming from my feet. 


You're troubled by faulty spark-plugs 
The reason’s not far 

If the central electrode 
Suspect that the mixture’s w 


nt, 

Sing heigh! for a sturdy gearbox, 

Of one of the better makes. 

Tis a useful way of stopping 

When you haven't any brakes 
Mac 
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EN GREGORY, secretary of “the 

Half-Litre Club, will act as 
Stirling Moss's racing manager for 
the 1952 season. 


Jace Twrron, gave a first-rate 
film show at Shrewsbury, follow- 
ing the B.T.D.A. dinner on 15th 
December. 
. . * 
IKELY that cut tyres will be taboo 
in trials shortly. We understand 
that the B.T.D.A. is forwarding for 
RAC. approval a new scheme 
relating to permitted tyres. 


Seyesroe circuit will be greatly 
improved in the near future. Aim 
of the B.R.D.C. is to make it as 
much a pukka road circuit as pos- 
sible, with the addition of natural 
landmarks, and to establish perma- 
nent installations, 


RIGGS CUNNINGHAM hopes to have 

‘three of his latest Cunninghams 
accepted for Le Mans. These cars 
are now much lighter and have 
extremely powerful versions of the 
V-8 Chrysler engine. 


RANDS PRIX to be held in France 

in 1952 comprise Pau (14th 
April), Marseilles (27th April), Paris- 
Montlhéry (25th May), Rheims (29th 
June), Rouen, G.P. de VA.CF. (6th 
July), Sables d’Olonne (13th July), 
Comminges (10th August) and La 
Baule (17th August). 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 


The ancestor of this car 
was a T.T, Ford, while 
Molsheim “also ‘had a 
litle to do with the 
original, 


Product of a famous Continental 
factory, this make set at least one 
driver on the way to Grand Prix 
fame, Example here has raced 
‘many timex at Silverstone 


Very expensive this one, but it cer 
tainly justified its production. The 
name and the car still live on. 


Noisy, costly but tre 
mendously fast. Caused 
a rift in Italo-Ar 


tinian affairs fairly 
recently. M words 
have — probably en 
written about it than any 
other racing-car. 


b) 5 55; (c) 75: 
(1) Can you name one example of cars other, how many forward and reverse — (a) 105; (b)_ $40; (c) 100; (d) 55; (e),7 
which have been built with the following speeds will it have? {f) 120; (g) 203; (h) 500; (i) 1900; () 328 


Humber of cylinders: 1; 2; 3; 5: 10 15) Who were. (a) The Red Devil; _ (X) $7 (I) 401; (m) 102; (n) 80; (0) 4003 
16; 24; 36? (b) The Chronometer; (c) Nivola; (d) . . . 

(2) Name the first car to appear in a Pechvogel; (e) Regenmeister; (1) Berg . ape Dead 
race with foreed induction. meister: (g) Wily ‘Fox: (h) Wild Bill; To the sender of the first correct sol 
: (i) Ceeur de Lion (j) Shrimp? tion opened, we will award a set of {our 
@) A. famous team of M.G.s was P 


sparking plugs. Address your entries to 


entered by G, E. T. Eyston for Le Mans (6) Who was the first driver to make “fhe Fdhton Avrosrort, 32. Great 
in 1935, driven by the “Dancing use of twin rear wheels in a British road Windmill Street. London, W.1, to reach 
Daughters". Who were they? race h 


office not later than 29th December 
envelopes or postcards 


(4) If a car is fitted with two identical (7) With what makes of car do you 
four-speed gearboxes, one behind the associate the following type numbers 


‘ALLY WARING of Farnham suc- 

ceeds three-times winner Ken 
Wharton of Smethwick as R.A.C. 
British Trials Champion. The ex- 
racing motor-cyclist. and Monte 
Carlo Rally exponent thoroughly 
deserved his success, as he finished 
a clear 10 marks ahead of the run- 
ner-up, Tony Rumfitt. 

Wharton did not defend his title 
this year, but even so, few antici- 
pated that the South of England 
would score such a spectacular 
victory. Northern stars such as Cuth 
Harrison and Reg Phillips did not 
figure in the list of awards, and men 
from the South occupied first, 
second, third, fifth, eighth and ninth 
positions. 

The course was most severe, 
although disappointing as regards 
the actual terrain. As a matter of 
interest, the winner Waring dropped 
no fewer than 86 marks, out of a 
possible total of 168 that could be 
lost. The R.A.C. can therefore con- 
gratulate themselves on picking a 
course that found the winner on the 
hills, although frankly, one or two 

ere quite impossible. 

= Championship course was based on 
the village of Meifod, near Welsh- 
pool, and comprised North and South 
circuits, each of which had to be tackled 
twice, ‘Of the 35 qualifiers, three were 
non-starters, Willum Stewart failed to 
make the trip from Edinburgh, “Doc” 
Lilley, suffered a serious clutch derange- 
ment,’ whilst Johnny Clegg could not 


spare the time from business to prepare 
his car. 
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The R.A.C. 


attempt and stopped less than an inch 
from the section 2 mark. 

Farm was not too difficult, but never- 
theless claimed 13 victims.’ Mountain, 
like Hairpin, remained  unconquered. 
This section lay in a field which sloped 
steeply down to the road, and was 
entered via a gateway with plenty of 
mud. In charge here were Emperor of 
Mud-pluggers, Ken Wharton, and several 
of the Hagley boys including Geoff 
Taylor and Ron Bates. 

The plot here was to attempt to get 
steering way, before trying to climb the 
steepest section, It was quite amusing to 


CHAMP: (Leff) Wally Waring forces his 
W. H.W. Dellow up to the highest point 
reached on Hairpin. Edward Harrison 
was the only other driver (0 get up 


as far. 
MUD: (Below) John Lilley (AW. 
Special) awaits starter’s orders on Farm. 


Promptly at 10.01 hours on the 1Sth 
December, Godfrey Imhof (1,250 Imhof 
S) set off on the North circuit, to be fol- 
lowed one minute later by J. W. Fleet- 
wood (1,172 G.R.H.) on the South 
circuit. So it went on: odd numbers 
South, and “evens” North. When all had 
completed their first circuit, they changed 


routes. 
‘The First Circuit 

The Hairpin consisted of a short run 
up a muddy lane, terminating in a sharp, 
left-hand turn up a near-vertical grass 
bank. Only two drivers managed to clear 
the first section, and place their front 
wheels on the bank: these were Wally 
Waring (W.H.W. Dellow) and Edward 
Harrison (Harford 1). Tony Rumfitt 
(Cotton), just failed by a couple of inches 
to get into section 2. Bill Sleeman (Slee- 
man) after hastily repairing a loose 
transmission coupling, made a valiant 


watch the antics of certain of the ultra 
nose-lighttail-heavy specials, as their 
owners strove to keep them from carry- 
ing straight on into a hedge, 

First to clear the bottom section, and 
make good headway into the final hazard 
was Mick Beardshaw (Wharton). Bill 
Sleeman (Sleeman) and Cyril Corbishley 
(CCS) both achieved the Beardshaw 
mark, but probably the best effort of all 
came’ from Scotsman Bill Lamb, who all 


but urged his Dellow on to firmer 
ground. Waring stopped just_ below 
where this quartet halted, as did H. Hop- 


kinson (Austin/Ford), “Ron Faulkner 
(Paul), Edward Harrison (Harford 1, 
C.R. Hardman (Dellow), Gordon Mosby 
(Ford), and Alec Francis (H.R.G.-Mer- 
cury)—the last producing a particularly 
fine effort. The unfortunate Jack Wilson 
(Austin A40) failed to clear the gate at 
the bottom. Neither Cuth Harrison 
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Wally Waring (W 


(mbof) Third-R.A.C. Fin 
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TRIALS CHAMPIONSHIP 


I.W. Dellow) Takes Trophy South for 
First Time—Tony Rumfitt (Cotton) Runner-up—Godfrey Imhof 


Hills to Beat the Special 


(Photographed by Francis Penn) 


SO FAR: Charlie Hardman (Dellow) comes to rest on Clearings III. He 
won a Souvenir award. 


(Harford 11) nor Reg Phillips (Austin 
Javelin) could obtain any steering grip 
whatsoever, 

The three Clearings hills were ex- 
tremely difficult. On Clearings I, only 
H. Sinclair Sweeney (Jezebel), Bill Slee~ 
man (Sleeman) and Tony Rumfitt (Cot- 
ton) managed to get out of section 1 
Clearings II told the same sad tale of 
failures. Ron Faulkner (Paul) struggled 
into section 2, as did Cuth Harrison, 
looking more ‘than usually determined. 
Once ‘again Bill Seeman shone and 
looked at first as if he would get further 
up than anyone. Wally Waring battled 
his way to the same spot, as did Tony 
Rumfitt and Gordon Mosby. 

Easily the best performance on Clear- 
ings III came from Ken Burgess (Burgess) 
who reached a point far further than 
anyone else, Faulkner, Edward Harrison, 
Sleeman, Rumfitt and Phillips were the 
only others to get anywhere near 
Burgess's wheelmarks. 

Last of this particular section was 
Little Clearings, where Godfrey Imhof 
made a most spectacular and clean climb, 
aided by the inevitable neck-breaking 
bouncing of Jock Ross. Gerry Pentony 
(Cyclops) was unlucky to siop near the 
top, but Wally Waring never looked like 
failing. Ted Spence (Spence V) and 


THIRD MAN: Godfrey Imhof and 

“Breakneck” Jock Ross on Clearings II. 

Imhof made third best performance in 
the Championship. 


Qyril Corbishley (CCS) _ emulated 
Pentony. The only others to retain clean 
sheets on this hill were Tony Rumfitt 
(Cotton) and Ken Bailey (Bailey), the 
low-speed torque of the latter's Vauxhall 
engine obviously assisting in obtaining 
grip. Maurice Wilde (Ford) got .within 
reaching distance of “Observed Section 
Ends”. 

Star performer in the “cross-roads” test 
was C, R. Hardman (Dellow) with 28.8 
secs. Only Waring and Mosby were abie 
to return times of under 30 secs. Bill 
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RESULTS 


The R.A.C. Championship Trophy: 
Wally Waring (1,196 W. H. W. Dellow 
S), 86 marks lost. 

Special Award (Second Best_ Per- 
formance): Tony Rumfitt (1,172 Cotton 
U/s.), 96. 

‘Special Award (Third Best Per- 
formance): Godfrey Imhof (1,250 Imhof 
J. 110. 

Souvenir Awards (Seven Next Best 
Performances): Cyril Corbishley (1,446 
CCS. U/s), 112; Ron Faulkner (1,196 
Paul U/s.), 112; Bill Sleeman (1,172 
Sleeman_S.), 118; H. Hopkinson (1,172 
Austin/Ford $.). 122; Ted Spence (1,172 
Spence V U/s.), 122; Gordon Mosby 
(1,172 Ford S.),'C. R. Hardman (1,172 
Dellow S.). 


ZONAL AWARDS 

North of England: Cyril Corbishley 
(1,446 CCS). 

‘South of England: Wally Waring (1,196 
W.H. W. Dellow). 

Scotland: Bill Lamb (1,172 Dellow S.). 


Sleeman’s ge: 


box coupling came adrift 
in the middle of the test, and he finished 
with loud, clanking noises. Both E. J. 
Chandler (Chandler) and Reg Phillips 
were penalized for overshooting a course 
ine. 


‘The Second Circuit 

for the second visit; the sections, if 

any, had become even more difficult. 

Mountain now stopped people atthe 
bottom of the hill. Fewest marks were 
lost. by Waring, Mosby and Michael 

awson (Lotus), who later retired with 
gearbox bothers. Tim Crump (Marden) 
failed to present himself for lap 2, ap- 
parently his car suffered from water in 
the petrol tank. Jack Wilson (Austin) 
was another retirement, and Dave Price 
gave up on Little Clearings. 

‘Once again, Waring hoisted his car on 
to the ledge of Hairpin, dropping only 
six marks as compared to the 12 lost by 
the entire entry. Clearings I again took 
its toll, all losing the maximum 12 with 
the exception of Sleeman, Francis, 


The R.A.C, Championship —continued 
Corbishley, Rumfitt and J. R. Preston 
(Austin) who each managed to edge into 
section 2, for a 10 marks penalty, Clear- 
ings II Was a stopper once again. This 
time, 10 folk managed to struggle into 
section 2, four more than on the first 
occasion. 

Ron Faulkner stopped at his own mark 
‘on Clearings III, and both Sinclair 
Sweeney and Cuth Harrison improved on 
their first attempts by reaching an extra 
section. Imhof repeated his success on 
Little Clearings—even faster and more 


spectacular than before! Ron Faulkner 
romped up. as did Wally Waring and 
Tony Rumfitt. Ted Spence nearly made 
it an all-South affair, but halted with 
only yards to go. 

Waring must have been quite relieved 
to find that his 10 marks lead made his 
special test times redundant. He was 
penalized for crossing the lines 

Tn the evening, the results were an- 
nounced by Col. ‘Stanley Barnes at the 
annual dinner of the B.T.D.A. in the 
Lion Hotel. Shrewsbury. Sir Algernon 
Guinness, Denis Flather and Maurice 
Toulmin made brief speeches. 
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IN LIKE A LION: (Left) Ken Bailey 
(Bailey) storms the Farm section with 
foot hard dow 


OUT LIKE A LAMB: (Below) The same 


driver at the end of a tow-rope a few 

minutes afterwards, Gentleman in the 
paddy" hat is Guy Warburton. 

Flather announced the provisional 


results of the 1951 B.T.D.A. Gold Star. 
These were: 1, Ron Fauikner; 2, Tim 
Crump; 3, Wally Waring. Naturally there 
were great cheers from the Southern 
contingent. 

Ken Wharton was presented with the 
Monte Carlo Rally "Star", and Denis 
Scott received the “Star” for best per- 
formance in British rallies 


RAC. TRIALS CHAMPIONSHIP 
General Ctssitication 


1. Wally Waring (1.198 WAHL 
‘Detow 3) “ 

2 Tony Rumi © 

3. Godirey Imhot (1,250 Imhot $) 

4. Cyril Corbishiey Gat? CCS), 

S.Row Faulkner (1.196 Paul 

6. Bill Siceman (1,172 Sleeman) 

7H. Hopkinson (1,172. Austin/Ford) 

S. Ted Spence (1,172 Spence V) 

9 Gordon Mosby (1,172 Fort 8), 


10, Charles Hardman (1,172 Detlow $.) 
Edward Harrison (1.172 Marton D 
12. Gerry Pentony (1442 Cyclone) 
1d. R. Preston (1,172 Austin $9 
14 HL Sinclair Sweeney (1.446 Jezebel 
Sy 

Res Phillipe (1.446 A\ 
Ken Baiicy (1442 Malley) 
Maurice Wikie (1,172 Ford $8) 
Kea Bursens (1,540. 

Guth Harrison C172 
Mick Beardshaw (1,172 Wharton) 


PROPELLED LPLEE ETE OEY 


2 Charlier 5.9 
Fhewrood (,172 GM) 

lamb (1.172 Dellow 5. Seot. 

Lele Winder (172 Morris 5.) 3 

Peter Goodall (1,172 Detlow) Seo. 


Outside Time Lie 
Mercury), Ni 


Alec Vrancis 0,917 H.R.G 


Lawson (1.372 
SJack Wika (1 


Where marks lo 
yut on special te 
Noein of ‘Enaland. 


fare Mentical, placings worked 
‘s."Souh of Enaland.  N. 
Seok. Scotland 


Now-Starters: A. W. Lilley (1.172 Clege Si 
Johan Glege (1,172 Chee 'S.).W. Ke Stewart 
172 Ford 3. 


IRCUIT CHATTER: Cut tyres were 

used by most of the Southern 
entrants, including the first three 
awards winners, . . . Nearest to a 
standard car was Peter Goodall’s 
“go to work” —unsupercharged 
Dellow. Amusing to see an 
official attempt to drive in a marker 
post with a hammer supplied by 
Jackie Reece—it was a rubber 
one! ... Of the 32 starters, 15 had 
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supercharged cars. . . . In the first 
10, only Imhof (M.G.) and Corbish- 
ley (Vauxhall) had non-Dagenham 
power-units, . . . Most disappointed 
man was “Doc” Lilley who was un- 
able to’ repair the rather special 
watch-type spring used on the 
clutch withdrawal mechanism of his 
Clegg. . . . Jack Woodhouse of Sun- 
bac was i/c timing arrangements in 
the special test. Jackie Masters was 
also there, presumably to book the 
watches for next year’s M.C.C 
Rally... . The 1951 Championship 
will surely go down in history as the 
‘Trailer Trial”, Michael Lawson 
suggested that there should be a 
special award for people who arrived 
under their own steam. Anyway, 
a burst gearbox prevented him from 
motoring back under his own 
power! 


MEASHAM VINTAGE RALLY 


‘Tu, Midland section of the Vintage 
SCC, will hold their annual 
Measham Winter Rally on Saturday and 
Sunday, Sth-6th January. This event. 
which consists of a 200-mile road section 
followed by three or four driving tests 
is open by invitation to. members of the 
Nottingham SCC, Midland M.E.C. 
Shenstone and “District. C.C., Aston 
Martin O.C., and the North Staffs M.C. 
The tests will take place on excellent 
tarmac surface in the grounds of the 
Measham Sales Organization, near 
Burton-on-Trent. 
There will be class awards for Vintage 
ears (cars made prior to 1931). thorough- 
intage cars driven by V.S.C.C 
ind Visitors’ cars made after 
1930, while a special award is offered 
for the best performance by a member 
ofthe Frazer-Nash section of the 
V.S.C.C., driving a chain-driven Frazer 
Nash. "1950 and 1951 winner, Peter 
Reece, will on this occasion drive 
Riley Sprite. 
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CHAMPIONSHIP TRIAL 


RUNNER-UP: (Top) Tony and Pamela 

Rumfiut (Cotton) making a gallant 

attempt to conquer Clearings I, They 
managed to get into Section 2, 


STAR MAN: (Centre) Ron Faulkner 
(Paul) on the long approach 10 Farm. 
He holds the B.TD.A, “Gold Star” for 
1951 and won a Souvenir award in the 
‘Championship. 


SPECIAL TEST: (Below) Leslie Winder 
(Morris) brakes in the box at the finish, 
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SPECIALISTS: Jim Mayers (Lester 

M.G.) and Gerry Ruddock in his modi- 

fied H.R.G. during @ fivelap race at 
Goodwood. 


and a “works” Jupiter: _ no 
specialized sports racing-car started 
The winner was Dick Jacobs in his 
Stage II M.G., who was 
followed home by the H.R.G.s of 
Gerry Ruddock (whose car was 
making its third run in this event), 
J. V. S. Brown and M. J. C. Keen. 
This almost exactly reversed the 


PRODUCTION CAR RACING 


A Survey of the 1951 14-Litre Production Car Results 


respite the attractiveness of 

Formula racing as a spectacle, 
the cars therein engaged bear so 
little resemblance to the compara- 
tively inexpensive, dual-purpose 
vehicles which must perforce satisfy 
the average enthusiast in this 
country, that Production car com- 
petition arouses possibly as great, 
and certainly a more personal 
interest. Even in his wildest hop 
dreams the average enthusiast can- 
not envisage himself conducting a 
Type 159 Alfa round Silverstone: 
the operation of an M.G. or a 
Jupiter upon that same circuit could 
be a fact. 

As the 14-litre class contains the 
cars which are the cheapest both 
to buy and to run, it is perhaps not 
surprising that comparative  per- 
formances in that class are most 
keenly evaluated. This article at- 
tempts impartially to survey the 
1951 season. 

In my opinion Production car 
competition can be broadly divided 
into racing and hill-climbs, which 
can conveniently be classed together, 
and rallies, Trials have long since 
become the undisputed province of 
the specialist car, which rarely has 
the qualities tiecessary for successful 
participation in other branches. 

In club racing, where regulations 
are elastic, the sj ist sports 
racing-cars, exemplified by Haw- 


ABINGDON y. IDLE: Dick Jacobs 
and Bill Skelly (Jupiter) 
in the early stages of the 
A.C. Tourist Trophy race. 


by 
** TOLIDAB”’ 


thorn’s Riley and Downing’s 
Connaught, have been supreme, and 
it has been rare indeed for any 
private owner, racing his own off- 
the-peg car in production trim, to 
figure consistently in the place 
money 

Towards the latter end of the 1951 
season the same trend became evi- 
dent in Production car races, as 
organizers broadened their definition 
of a “Production Car” to include 
the genuine sports racing-car made 
by such specialized manufacturers 
as Cooper and Lester. 

At_ Silverstone, however, on 
Sth May, 1951, the 14-litre class 
of the B.R.DC./Daily Express 
Production car race was con- 
tested by three H.R.Gs, five M.G.s 


1950 placings, when Ruddock’s 
H.R.G. won, and three Stage IT TD 
M.G.s, led by Jacobs, filled the next 
three places. Jacobs’s winning speed 
of 72.66 m.p.h. was an improvement 
over the 1950 speed of 71.78 m.p.h., 
and he also returned the fastest lap 
at 75.36 m. This was faster than 
any of his team-mates, and com- 
pares very favourably with the 
fastest laps of the Jupiter, 74,81 
mph. and H.RG., 72.72 mph 

As a matter of record the Jupiter 
and two M,G.s retired, and the first 
four cars were all faster than a 
Ferrari, a Plus-Four Morgan, a 
2,267 ¢.c. Sunbeam-Talbot, a DBI 
Aston Martin, a Bristol and a 
1,767 cc, Lea-Francis. 

On 14th June, 1951, however, 
the specialized sports ‘racing-cars 
took the field in. the British 
Empire Trophy Race over the 
Douglas Circuit. Although primarily 
a handicap race, the result 
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of the 1J-litre class made it clear 
that production sports-cars could 
not hold the specialized sports 
racing-cars for acceleration and 
speed, and that any chance of a win 
by the former was dependent upon 
the unreliability of the latter. The 
class was contested by two Lester- 
MGs. two Cooper-MG.s, four 
Stage Il TD M.G.s and a Jupiter 
saloon, and was won by J. G. Reece 
in his Cooper-M.G., who was also 
third on general classification handi- 
cap, from Ted Lund in his Stage II 
TD MG. These two cars finished 


two and three laps ahead of. the 
other class survivors, Pople's and 
Lines’s M.G.s and Leonard's Ferrari- 
like Cooper-M.G. 

At Le Mans on 23rd/24th June, 
1951, the specialized sports racing- 
car was the rule rather than the ex- 
ception. In the 14-litre class, four of 
Gordini’s fantastically rapid Simeas 
opposed a Stage II TD M.G. with 
Aerodynamic coachwork, the new 
R.1-type Jupiter, with which George 
Weaver later won the Queen 
Katherine Cup at Watkins Glen, 
and two more ordinary Jupiters. 
‘The only survivor was an ordinary 
Jupiter driven by M. Becquart and 
S. G. Wilkins, and although all 
credit must be given to the Idle 
firm for a second consecutive class 

in, the Jupiter's average speed of 
71.15 m.p.h. was lower than that of 
the first two cars in the 1,100 c.c. 
class, a 1,086 cc. Porsche saloon 
and an 851 c.c. Panhard-DB. 

The great gulf fixed between 
British 1}-litre sports racing-cars 
and the better continental cars is 
best shown by a comparative lap 
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PROTOTYPE: (Above) The RJ. Jupiter 
which made its début at Le Mans is a 
promising challenge for \i-litre honours 


TEUTONIC: (Left) The Porsch 

surprised everyone by its sp 

rellability at Le Mans. \4-litre versions 
will be raced in 1982. 


Jupiter at 68.59 m.p.h., J. G. and 
P. B. Reece's Cooper-M.G. at 67.63 
mph. and J. H. Sparrowe's Stage 
1 TD MG. at 66,24 mph. The 
two Lester-M.G.s again showed that 
they had speed but not reliability, 
and the only other retirement was 
Phillips's TD M.G., as, although 
Tommy Wisdom’s Jupiter was not 
credited as a finisher, it was still 
running when the race was stopped. 


Marque Lap Time 
Mins. Secs. 
Gordini Simca 5.203 
Aerodynamic TD M.G. 600.1 
R.1 Jupiter 6.02.0 
Jupiter 6.19.0 
Frazer-Nash (Le Mans) 5.24.8. 
Porsche 1,086 c.. 5487 
Panhard-DB 851 cx. 6.09.7 


Speed Drivers 
mp. 

4 Trintignant/ Bebra 

83.7 Phillips Rippon 

$3.3 Wisdom /Wise 

796 Becquart/ Wilkins 

93 Winterbottom / Marshall 
87.6 Veuillet/ Mouche 

81.6 Bonnet /Bayol, 


speed table, based on the fastest 
laps by each marque. 

In view of this disparity, the 
British drivers in the 14-litre class 
in the T.T. over the Dundrod Cir- 
cuit on 15th September, 1951, 
can consider themselves fortunate 
that the Gordini Simca was a nor- 
starter, although that car alone was 
capable of matching the class target 
speed of 74.625 m.p.h. In the event, 
five Stage II TD MGs, four 
Jupiters (three “works” entered), two 
Lester-M.G.s and a Cooper-M.G 
fought out the class honours 
amongst themselves. 

These eventually went to H. L. 
Hadley’s Jupiter at 68.71 m.p.h. He 
was followed home by T. C. Wise’s 


During 1951 there were only two 
hill-climbs for Production cars 
both were heli in September at 
Shelsley Walsh and Bo'ness. At 
each climb, first three places in the 
If-litre class were taken by H.R.G.s. 

Based upon these results, I feel 
that the following observations can 
fairly be made: 


1. This country docs not at present 
produce a Ii-litre sports racing-car 
sapable of beating the continentals 
such as Gordini Simeas, Oscas and 
Fiats, in a short distance race, The 
R.1 Jupiter appears the best answer 
to the problem and it is to be 
hoped that Idle perseveres with this 
model. 

2. The Jupiter was the most successful 
British I4-litre sports-car, although, 
due possibly to lack of opportunity 
it has yet to beat the H.R.G. 


Production Car Racing—continued 


3. The admission of the specialized 
sports racing-car into Production 
car racing is the beginning of the 
end for the standard TD M.G. and 
H.R.G., now developed about to 
their optimum. It is also. the 
beginning of the end for the 
genuine private owner, racing his 
own, everyday car. ‘He is not 
likely to be content to circulate at 
the tail of the field, waiting to pick 
up a few, places, if and when the 
specialized cars blow up. 

Whilst. many people may regret 
it, if this tendency serves to meet 
the deficiency mentioned in para 1, 
it will be well worth while. 


International Rallies 
s far as Rallies of an International 
jtatus are concerned, the pic- 
ture is much brighter, British 14- 
litre cars having won most of their 
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AERODYNAMIC: The lone M.G. which 

did so well at Le Mans until it was 

iminated with engine trouble. Group 

is (. to 1) Tony Barlow, Ken 

Smith, the two “plombeurs", Alan 

Rippon and (seated in car) ‘George 
Phillips. 


against strong continental 
ion. 

Although most Rally organizers 
have made a real effort to find win- 
ners on the Road Section, instead 
of having to rely on tests where skill 
and luck are approximately equal 
factors in success, only the Alpine 
Rally completely succeeded in this 
aim. The Tulip Rally, however, 
was a great advance on former 
years, as only 76 crews out of 303 
Starters were unpenalized on a test 
ing Road Section. 


TOLWORTH TYPES: (Above) J. M. 

Richmond's H.R.G., during the Rest- 

and-be-Thank{ul “timed climb in the 

1951 R.S.A.C, Scottish Rally. (Left) 

M. J. C. Keen's Le Mans/Spa model at 
a Silverstone meeting. 


Turning from the general to the 
particular, Jowett Cars Ltd., making 
full use of the fact that their sports 
Jupiter qualified as a “closed car” 
by virtue of wind-up windows and 
a coupé-type hood, scored a re- 
sounding success in the Monte 
Carlo Rally. R. F. Ellison and 
W. H. Robinson not only won the 
1,500 cc. class, but came equal 
sixth in General Classification, 
which was a magnificent perform: 
ance by any reckoning. Gordon 
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Wilkins and Raymond Baxter came 
second in the 1,500 c.c. class in an- 
other Jupiter, just beating Scaron 
and Pascal in a 1,221 c.c. Simca. 
Les Odell was fourth in a Javelin 
saloon, and Arnold Pownall tenth 
in an MG. 1}-litre saloon. 

The Idle firm's success was fur- 
ther supported by Nogueira’s out- 
right win in the Lisbon Rally, on 
2nd/7th May, 1951, with a Jupiter. 

The -litte British sports-cars 
were not, however, so successful in 
the Tulip Rally, from 23rd to 28th 
April, 1951. Robinson's Jupiter, an 
H.R.G. and one of six M.G.s were 
successful in coping with the in- 
creased road average demanded of 
sports-cars. Their drivers could 
not, however, cope with the 5 per 
cent. added to their test times, and 
the class was comfortably won by 
Th. J. Kok’s Volkswagen saloon, 
which came third in General Classi- 
fication. Peter Harper's fourth 
place in a Hillman Minx saloon 
alone redeemed the British effort in 
this class. 


‘The R.A.C, Rally of Great Britain 


In the R.A.C. Rally of Great 
Britain, 4th/9th June, 1951, open 
cars were not in direct competition 
with saloons, and the Jupiters were 
classified as open cars. Owing to 
the unfortunate muddle over the 
Silverstone tests, which would have 
penalized about half the entry, re- 
sults were largely decided by the 
hazard of two special tests. J. V. S. 
Brown and Nancy Mitchell were 
first and second in H.R.G.s, R. A. 
Hopkinson was third in a TD M.G., 

Jupiters were fourth and fifth. 
Nancy Mitchell's effort was particu- 
larly praiseworthy, as she was in 
direct competition with more ex- 


perienced les. 
The 14-litre saloon class was won 
by the Reading brothers (M.G.). 


Their amazing driving in the tests is 
shown the fact that, had open 
cars and saloons been in direct 


speed at Silverstone, and they took 
the last three places in the open 
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1,500 c.c. class, with test times far 
below those returned by the Ad 
saloons. 

‘The “Alpine” 

In the Alpine Rally, the toughest 
of all Production car events, Jowett 
cars made a strong bid for class 
leadership. Tommy Wise with the 
1950 Le Mans car, W. H. Robinson 
in the Monte Carlo Jupiter, and 
Armengaud with a French-owned 
Jupiter were supported by Dr. 
Smallhorn in a Javelin against six 
MGs, 


veteran H.R.G.s of John Gott and 
Bill Shepherd, the former attempting 
its fourth, and the latter its third 
Alpine Rallly. 

The Jupiters proved themselves 
very fast, taking all the timed tests. 
but none of them were amongst the 
five survivors, which were the 
H.R.G.s of Gott and Shepherd, the 
M.G.s of Macmillen and De Regi- 
bus and the gallant Javelin saloon. 
Gott’s H.R.G. took the class with 
no penalization points, thereby also 
winning the first Coupe des Alpes 
ever won by a British 14-litre car 
since the event was taken over by 
the A.C.M.P. in 1938, Shepherd's 
H.R.G. was second with 130 penali- 
zation points, and Macmillen’s 
standard TD M.G. third with 140 
penalization points. The Javelin 
Jost 900 points, but, as it was Dr. 
Smallhorn’s means of conveyance 
around his practice, with over 
50,000 miles on the speedometer, it 
was a creditable effort indeed to 
finish at all, when so many starker 
cars failed to complete the arduous 
course of more than 3,000 kilo- 
metres. : 

A timed test of particular interest 
was the standing kilometre at 
Monza, which was slightly uphill 
and against the wind. 

The best time was by Armen- 
gaud’s Jupiter in 403 secs. Flower’s 
Stage II TD was the fastest M.G. in 
41 secs. and the H.R.G.s of Shep- 
herd and Gott returned 413 secs. 
and 41} secs, respectively. ‘Wise’s 
and Robinson's Jupiters returned 


favoural it returned. 
under sprint conditions, by cars of 


783 


a similar type at Brighton, e.g., Dr. 
G. H. Scott (H.R.G.), 403  secs., 
F. M. Baker (M.G.), 423 secs. 

The final Rally of note was the 
M.C.C./Daily Express Rally from 
7th/10th November. Despite a 
gallant attempt by the organizers to 
eliminate on the Road Section, the 
event was actually decided solely on 
the well-known reversing test, which, 
however, did not fail so many as 
last year, 

Alan Hopkinson’s Stage I TD 
M.G. won from J. V. S. Brown's 
H and Ken Rawlings’s versa- 
Kk jard Special was third. As 
winners in General Classification, 
Hopkinson and Brown naturally 
shared the class prize money in the 
same order. The two Jupiters en- 
gaged, a standard type two-seater, 
and a very pretty special bodied 
saloon, figured nowhere in the 
results, either general or class. 


H.R.G. for Consistency 


On balance, the H.R.G. seems 
still to be the most consistent Rally 
car, although, if the event is decided 
‘on short special tests, the TD M.G., 
with its very low bottom gear and 
excellent brakes, has a better chance 
of success, competing as an 
open car against M.G.s and HR. 
the Jupiter appears outclassed, 
probably on account of its weight 
and torque. When, however, com- 
peting against saloons, it is almost 
unbeatable, 

John Brown, with a win in the 
RAC. oe and second places in 
the Daily Express Production car 
race and rally, was probably the 
most consistently successful 1}-litre 
driver. 

For the future, the outlook is rosy, 
provided open cars are not barred 
from Rallies. If, however, follow- 
ing the example of the organizers of 
the Monte Carlo and Lisbon Rallies, 
these events are confined to saloon 
cars, the outlook rapidly changes 
from rose to black. On past results, 
we have no cars capable of beating, 
‘on level terms, the competition type 
Simeas, Fiats and Lancias. More- 
cover, the performance of the Porsche 
in the Tour de France showed that 
‘@ new menace is arising in the East, 
Still, I don’t doubt but that the 
brains at Abingdon, Idle and 
Tolworth have noted these 
developments and have laid their 
plans accordingly. 
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TECHNICAL AND OTHERWISE 


by 


JOHN BOLSTER 


probably shift gears just as well if I 
didn’t feel that way about it, but at 
least it prevents me from doing any- 
thing thoughtless that might damage 
the mechanism. Of course, when one 
has built a “special” oneself, the 
affinity between man and machine is 
particularly strong. I always felt that 
I could drive my own old car, “Bloody 
Mary”, a little better than I could 
handle the very finest “factory-made” 
job. 


DRIVER, KNOW YOUR CAR! 


B; hanging around the circuits, or taverns adjacent 
thereto, one soon realizes that among the motoring 
cognoscenti certain subjects for discussion are ever- 
green. It is my pleasure to become involved in many 
such arguments, and they often give me ideas for the 
scribblings which I submit to Autosport. One which 
T used to hear in the Members’ Bar at Brooklands, and 
which is still often discussed not a thousand miles from 
Brick Street, concerns the necessity, or otherwise, of a 
driver understanding the mechanical anatomy of his 
car. 

Tt has been pointed out, by protagonists of the clean- 
handed school, that there have been several great racing 
drivers who never handled a spanner, or only skinned 
their knuckles if they did. They feel that if a man can 
be successful in competition work without knowing 
what goes on inside the machinery, surely the everyday 
driver is adequately equipped if he can remember which 
buttons to press. I wonder? 

T have always held the view that the more one knows 
about a car, the better service it will give. I think that 
applies to every sort of motoring, but particularly where 
the machine is well past its first flush of youth. - Many 
of us, perforce, have to drive the same old cars for 
year after year, and by being able to distinguish per- 
missible noises from dangerous ones, we can avoid 
expensive troubles. This applies more particularly 
where the owner does all his own repairs, for when he 
has assembled most of the main units with his own 
hands he can visualize just what is happening as he 
drives along the road. 

Personally, I imagine every part at work, and when 
I move a control I always subconsciously get a mental 
picture of just what my action entails. For instance, 
when I change gear I can “see” the selector engaging 
the dogs or sliding the pinions inside the box. I could 


It is probably a good thing if a learner-driver has 
to carry out his own maintenance, and is also rather 
short of cash. He will then soon discover what driving 
errors are hardest on the mechanism, and the lesson 
will very likely stay with him all his life. I have seen 
people, through sheer ignorance, doing the most destruc 
tive things to their motor-cars. I remember, with 
horror, the sight of a man driving a supercharged 
44-litre Bentley on full throttle in reverse. Now, any- 
body who has dismantled and assembled one of these 
gearboxes must know that the mounting of the reverse 
idler, while entirely adequate for proper driving, was 
never schemed for such crazy misuse. Almost any 
really powerful car can wreck its gearbox if maximum 
torque is applied violently in reverse on a hard road. 
It is only necessary to watch the final tests of a rally 
to see, sooner or later, some bits of jagged metal strewn 
along the promenade from this very cause. It would 
be necessary to make an absurdly massive gearbox to 
ensure that such capers could be cut with impunity, 
and that would certainly not improve a car for normal 
motoring. Reg Parnell told me that he always avoids 
using reverse gear on a racing-car, and that is an 
example of mechanical knowledge helping driving 
technique. 

While on the subject of gearboxes it is well to know 
the size of the teeth and the general rigidity of con- 
struction. Some big American cars, for instance, have 
narrower gears than a British “Ten”, because it is 
assumed that at least 90 per cent. of their mileage will 
be covered in top speed. If a “sporting” driver gets 
hold of such a mount, and proceeds to change down at 
peak reys. before every corner, he will eventually be 
faced with a nasty little bill for the kind of dentures 
you don’t get under the health scheme. 

Although there have been racing drivers who had 


December 21, 1951 


no mechanical bent, yet this cannot but have been a 
disadvantage to them. An important part of the 
driver's work during the practice period is to provide 
constructive criticism for the mechanics, It needs no 
skill with nuts and bolts to find out how she’s going, 
but in quickly deciding why the motor is below par, 
the man who knows every little part as he knows the 
back of his hand must be a godsend to his pit staff. 
Furthermore, he is likely to notice a dangerous symptom 
a split second earlier, and may thus avoid totally wreck- 
ing his engine. 
T think, then, that a thorough mechanical knowledge 

of a car, of whatever type, must help the driver to me 
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allied, and one of these I can only describe as a love 
of fine engineering. Furthermore, there is that indefin- 
able “swing” whereby a great driver can get over the 
ground in an almost absurdly effortless manner. He 
seems to have a sixth sense, so that he catches up and 
overtakes slower vehicles at exactly the best places, 
never seems in a hurry, and seldom has to change his 
mind. On the hunting field it is known as “I as 
and certainly the partnership of rider and horse can 
pepesainryithys tetas 

So, get into those dungarees, young man, and get 
thoroughly smothered in oil, for it is among the brother- 
hood of the spanner that we are most likely to find 


the best out of it. 


There are other qualities, closely 


the first-line drivers of the future! 


A Christmas 
Coast 


HREE cheers for the Sport, the 
best of them all 
And let's all be proud to admit it; 
Is faster than football, as cunning 
as chess, 


And very much brighter than 
cricket. 

Isa iin atles sport and is fol- 
lowed by all 


Young and id, and your aunties 
and uncles, 

Inspectors of Taxes admire the sport 
100— 

Let's hope that they suffer car- 
buncles, 

But Christmas is here and we 
mustn't think ill 

Of any man—not for the minute; 

So prepare for the toasts and charge 
up that glass, 

Make sure that there's something 
good in it. 

Three cheers for the champions, 
those that have made 

The Italian drivers to wonder, 

ee the cars and the backing as 
wel 

They'll break every record asunder. 

Hip-hurrah for ‘mechanics, who 
never stop trying 

To make motors work when they 
won't, 

Whether rewarded with shekels or 
bee 


er 

They'd ne'er give up hope—and they 
don't. 

Three cheers for Committees who 
run our events 

And put on a jolly fine show, 

Sablon alone is the reward that 
they get 

Fis “the i protels from losers, and 


Three boos for the people who 
always complain, 

Who flourish their fists without 
reason, 

Who flaunt racing numbers long 
after the race; 

Don't be a clot—sir—next season! 

Free beers for those Marshals who 
work mighty hard 

And stick to their posts to the end; 

Others take photos or girl friends or 
both 

And go to their favourite bend. 

Scrutineers wear an inscrutable look 

As they shake, push and tug at your 


car, 

When they've stuck on their label. 
you sigh with relief 

And buy them a drink at the bar. 

Three cheers for Observers, though 
what they observe 

Is not always clear to the eye, 

They make their reports on revolvers 
and dicers, 

And, who dropped a whatsit—and 


A On for the Stewards—we're 
never quite sure 

Of their ultimate purpose in life, 

Still they're jolly nice chaps and use- 
ful at times 

At calming down protests and strife. 

Hurrah jor those stalwarts, the 
Clerks of the Course 

Who work to the end of their tether, 

They're ten chaps in one, but they 
never admit 

That they're also the Clerks of the 
Weather. 

Timekeepers seem to miss most of 
the fun, 

Watches and charts are their gods, 

Silence is golden in temples of time 

And questions are answered by 
nods. 

So a beer is required for the Keepers 
of Time; 

And another for Marshals of Flags 

Who are all friendly fellows and give 
you a wave 


With a blue if your confidence sags. 

Free beers for all those who get 
writer's cramp 

In giving us news and the gen, 

On motoring matters and technical 
natters 

yer. water-cooled slide-rule and 

When Christmas is come, with your 
tankard of ale 

Propose this fine toast in your bar— 

To your friends, to the Sport, to your 
hopes and not least 

To your best pal of all—your 
CAR! Curis. Tovey. 


. . . 


THE ee CHALLENGE 


Tit award of the Dewar Trophy 
for the most outstanding engineer- 
ing and technical achievement durin, 
1951 has been made by the R.A. 
to Jaguar Cars, Ltd. 

During the yest Jaguar cars won 
the Tourist Trophy race on the 
Dundrod Circuit; 
a in the International 

‘ally of Great Britain; were placed 
first, second, third and fourth in the 
B.R.D.C. Silverstone Production Car 
Race; and broke the One-Hour 
Record in International Class “C” 
at Montlhéry, covering 131.83 miles 
in the hour. 

The Dewar Trophy is awarded 
for achievements accomplished 
under the R.A.C. Competition 
Rules, and those set out above 
comply with this requirement. 
Jaguar successes in International 
events include : — 

Winner of the Le Mans 24-Hour 
Grand Prix d’Endurance; tied for 
best performance in the Alpine Trial; 
first and second Tulip Rally: first, 
second, third and fourth, Rallye 
Soleil; first and second Li¢ge-Rome- 
Litge Rally; and first, Production 
Car Race, Spa. 


made the best 
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WHO ARE THE TWELVE 


BEST RACING 


I was on holiday at the time (I have a small villa 
called “Defense D’Afficher” at Presson, in the heart 
of the Basque country; an area renowned for its cook- 
ing and the legendary presence of mind of a local 
cinema manager who, when his picture house caught 
fire, put all his Basques into one Exit), taking a well 
‘earned rest from my exertions of the past year. It is 
not generally known, but for many years now I have 
stuffed cottonwool into the necks of aspirin bottles to 
such effect that very few people indeed have succeeded 
in getting at the aspirin—a life work closely resembling 
in its lack of future such professions as Running An 
Oil Company In Persia, Publishing Books on Motor 
Racing, or Taking To The Escape Road. 

Some friends had dropped in, and we were sitting at 
our ease in deck-chairs upon the loggia (all, that is, 
with the exception of one of my visitors, who had found 
a chair to be unnecessary—well into his third bottle of 
Dubonnet his suspension was entirely independent of 
such artificial aids), and the talk had turned, as it so 
often does, to the subject of motoring. 

With understandable pride I had just shown the 
assembled company the pair of chromium-plated 
bicycle clips that I had received from the French 
Minister of Fuel for my work in the pits during the 
great fuel crisis at Le Mans in 1951. There was an 
awkward silence for a few minutes, 

“Did I ever tell you,” I said, breaking the silence that 
had settled for some reason upon my visitors, “about 
the strange case of Juan Manuel Smith 

‘There was a chorus of assent, which I chose to ignore. 

Well, Juan Manuel Smith and I went to the same 
kindergarten school, and I remember as if it were yester- 
day my first. meeting with him. It was in the mid- 
morning break of the Easter term, and a group of us 
consisting of young Charlie Lautenschlager, Jenatzy and 
a boy we called “Smellie”, whose real name was Rene 
de Knyff, and I were playing trains. We were all, of 
course, bare-footed, as all this happened in those dread- 
ful days of Tory misrule which no less an authority 
than Harold Wilson has described in such graphic 
detail. 

“Do you,” said Juan Manuel Smith, wearing a sickly 
grin and speaking in a high and piping treble, “do 
you believe in Ferraris?” 

Seizing a garden rake, which, like the controls on a 
modern motor-car, fell easily to hand, Jenatzy, who even 
in those far off days was not called “Red Devil” for 
nothing, made a savage swipe at Juan Manuel. 
Unfortunately he missed, but caught young Juan 
Manuel's twin brother, a shy, retiring bookish boy called 
Instruction Manuel Smith, a glancing blow across the 
knees. 

From that moment our paths went different ways: 
Lautenschlager, Jenatzy and de Knyff in the direction 
‘of Europe, with our headmistress in fourth place, but 
with bags of power in hand as they disappeared from 
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sight round the first corner; I to my position in the 
cottonwool and aspirin industry, and Juan Manuel 
Smith to Monza, where his childhood faith and belief 
in the existence of Ferraris was finally vindicated. His 
garden backed on to the circuit there, and one Septem- 
ber day there was a scream of tyres, a hideous crashing 
noise, down came his fence and there was a Ferrari 
at the bottom of his garden, just exactly as Hans 
Andersen had said in one of his books upon this 
marque. 

Those of my readers who are still with me at this 
point and who are also interested in the technical side 
may Well be glad of a few further details of this super- 
natural phenomenon. 

“Juan,” I said, looking round furtively for another 
garden take, “this particular Ferrari that appeared so 
suddenly at the bottom of your garden, Can you 
describe it? Was it, for instance, a four-point-five or 
a 2-litre?” 

Juan Manuel thought for a moment. “No,” he said 
finally. “As far as I can remember it was just the 
ordinary type—about two foot high with a funny hat 
and a rather red nos 

Many strange things have occurred in motor-racing, 
but few stranger, I venture to think, than the case of 
Juan Manuel Smith—unless it be the title of this article, 
“Who Are The Twelve Best Racing Drivers?” Frankly 
I do not see the connection either. But whilst we are 
on the subject I do think that the headmistress of that 
kindergarten school has established a definite claim for 
consideration. When talking over the old days with 
Juan Manuel Smith he told me that she did finally come 
right through from fourth place to knock heck out of 
that redoubtable trio of Jenatzy, de Knyff and young 
Charlie Lautenschlager. 

I asked also after his twin brother, Instruction 
Manuel. But it seems he just disappeared. One minute 
he was there and the next minute he wasn’t—a thing 
that often seems to happen with the Instruction Manuels 
of this world. Frankly. though, I find it difficult to 
concentrate upon this subject of the 12 best racing 
drivers. Or any other subject, come to that. Nothing 
has been quite the same since I read that “small ad” 
the other day. I just sit here, refusing all food, gazing 
in front of me, wondering . .. wondering. . . . 

Perhaps you saw it yourself? “FOR SALE (it read) 
eres ROYALE. OWNER BOUGHT LARGER 
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Tit last 10 days has seen “Northern Lights” covering 
a good deal of road in a rhomboid drawn around 
London, Liverpool, Edinburgh and the East Coast of 
Yorkshire. All of it has been done alone and mich of 
it in wet darkness. Solitary navigation on strange 
roads must be one of the most infuriating of sciences 
and the only relief can be found in decent signposts. 
Under this ling I would give Scotland top marks 
and Yorkshire absolute bottom. But from the wind- 
swept spaces of the latter county I gleaned an incident 
which kept me cheerful for several hours. It had been 
raining cats and dogs all day and flooded stretches of 
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road were becoming frequent. Dropping into a dip I 
found a small queue waiting to cross a patch some 150 
yards wide, in the middle of which bubbled a young 
torrent. The situation was being controlled by’ three 
small schoolboys, averaging maybe 10 years. When 
my turn came, a cheery-bright face poked round the 
screen and said with confidential emphasis 


“You'll be all right, mister. Stay in bottom and 
keep engine rooning fast. But don't go fast 
yerself. Slip t’clootch”. 


He had his subject taped all right. 


Correspondence 


Permit for Non-Use 


N official of the R.A.C, is reported in the 7th December 
issue as saying, “Motor-cycle tyres are not permitted but 
there is nothing to stop them being used.” 

Does the converse of this extraordinary statement apply? 
If s0 we may shortly expect to hear a conversation on the 
following lines 

Scrutineer: “You'll have to change those tyres, old man.” 

Competitor: “Why is that?” 

Scrutineer: “They are permitted by the R.A.” 


T. H. Caune 


Gravesenn. x . es 


‘That Duncan Hamilton Drift 

see in Avrosrorr that my godfather, Mr. Lowry, is still 

reporting the argument concerning “drifting” which is being 
waged in his office, Now, as 1am only 16, I have had no 
driving experience with the exception of a motor-eycle holiday 
this summer, nor have I as yet had the opportunity of seeing 
a pukka Grand Prix. So all the knowledge I have comes 
either from the pages of your excellent journal or from the 
occasional club meeting. 

Concerning the much-discussed cover picture of Duncan 
Hamilton, there is a very similar “photo in Avrosrorr 
dated 20th July, 1951, on page 79. This time it is of Duncan 
at Copse Corner, Silverstone, and again the angle of the 
wheels is the same as in the cover picture. Possibly it is just 
coincidence that on both these occasions 
Duncan would ay ir to be correcting, 
rather than drifting. Both ‘photos bear 
a marked resemblance to some  hill- 
climbing ones entitled, “power sliding” 
Also in 20:h July issue there are two 
other pictures of Copse, one depicting 
Bonetto and Farina, ‘obviously not 
drifting, the other showing Gonzalez 
doing it really proper 

On these Formula 1 cars there is no 
tendency to heel over or roll. One part 
‘of the discussion in “Northern Lights” 
‘suggests that, on occasion, any car can 
be put into a drift, but surely on some 
of these modern, short chassis. good 

round clearance, softly-sprung_ saloons 
the result would be a fot of sliding on 
the roof and/or sides of the machine. 
This might ly_to anything from a 
Dyna-Panhard to Ford Zephyr, Standard 
Vanguard or the older Vauxhall Velox. 

In school jargon, I have probably 
been “dripping”, but I would like to 
hear what some of the gods have to say 
on this. Rupert Jones. 
Fieetwoop, Lancs. 


° 


Protests in Trials 


J would appear from your columns that a certain amount of 
mud-slinging of the wrong kind is taking place in trials. 

We are afl familiar with the character whe fs never happy 
unless he has both feet in and splashing, and I suggest there 
are two ways of dealing with him. 

(1) Leave him bogged down half-way up section 3, without 
tractor; or, should the opportunity not arise (2) Charge him 
five bob to lodge his complaint. If it Is not upheld he forfeits 
his deposit which could be donated to the B.R.M. fund, This 
will either stop the complaints or finance the B.R.M., both of 
which would appear desirable, 

Lis Grate. 
Torrinam, N.7. 


‘The TD M.G. 


= many M.G. enthusiasts 1 was disappointed when the 

TD was introduced, The chassis and performance seemed 
excellent, but the appearance of the car! Well, frankly I just 
hoped that time would alter my verdict! 

have now grown accustomed to many new styles, but 
still regard the TD as a half-caste. Here we have a’ new 
chassis, willing engine, delightful, gearbox and creditable per- 
formance. On this side the breed is proudly maintained, But 
the body is surely the product of some other stable!" The 
car no longer looks a snappy sportscar and this is most 
disappointing. Also, 1 wonder why it ix called a “Midget”? 
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Correspondence—continued 
Therefore, as the traditional and much loved M.G. look is 
not maintained, and a most unlovely effect is created by 
the half-hearted attempt to retain it, why not make a clean 
ith a modern acro-dynami i basicall 
ilar to sa'si Va Mane ih pai obviously 


similar to the car used at 


CLaverton Down, BATH, 


The R.A.C. and Trials Regs. 
ON the subject of the recent Clubs Conference in London, 

am amazed at the attitude shown by the RA.C. towards 
Onslow Bartlett's question on trials regulations. The R.A.C. 
seem to be suffering from the disease which has invaded 
Government Departments in the past few and I think 
it is a poor show that, when somebody at least ‘tries to clear 
up a problem voiced’ in the correspondence column of all 
the motoring journals, he only gets as his answer, “this is 4 


‘oblem that cannot be rushed”. 1 do hope that motor sport 
not going to be polluted by bureaucracy. 
G. N. Promoter. 
Lyme Reats. K ae 
‘Trials Protests 


AS. motor-cycle organizer and competitor, I have been most 

‘interested to read the correspondence in AUTosPoRT relating 
to Soa patect of a (Ried a att 

ry may be interested. in the regulations governing a 

motor-eycle trial to be tun on 30th December which will, no 
doubt, a tough but a enjoyable aff 

Under the sub-heading, eral”, the rules and spirit 
of this competition are unequivocally ‘stated. Grumbling car 
trialists please note. 


Sypney A. A. Kay. 


Rees. under “General” read: No previewing of observed sections (senaity 
g No, bauiks auowea. No clyy allowed! No excuses allowed! 


University Motor Clubs 
letter in Avrosvorr, 7th December, Mr. Holland Birkett 
jsed_a point with regards to University Motor Clubs 
which the Committee Members of the United Hospitals and 
University of London Motor Club think should be acted upon 
at once, 

This Club is run for the benefit of past and present members 
of the Associated Colleges of the University of London, and 
Hospitals to give these members a chance to join in motoring 
sport on as cheap a scale as possible. There are, 1 4 
several small Clubs within the University of London, and it 
must be well nigh impossible for them to run a reasonable 
road event without incurring a heavy loss, with the added 
risk of insufficient marshals. 


2. Entries would be of a reasonable size to enable the 
Club to run the event without loss. 

3. The Universities would be able to run high-speed 
events with a good entry and plenty of experienced 


ol \izers behind the event. 

il intend to circularize the University and Hospitals 
Motor Clubs, but I shall be pleased to hear from any Secretary 
‘of the Clubs in these two groups who would be willing to 
join us in this venture. 


D, F, Bicknext_ 
How, Sec., UH. & ULM.C. 


Lonpon, S.W.7. 
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Racing and Mud-Plugging 
fouN E. HALL, in my opinion, is quite correct in his letter 


regarding the space you devote to mud- ing, etc. 
Yoet Bhioral’s ally vonest with one exteptton, ‘There 


to ‘about local Hunt-meetings or steeple-chasi 
daily papers, which they seldom do. 
race is the thing, in any sport, and always has been, 

that attracts, Clever engineers and drivers are worth watching. 
and reading about, striving for a win, No “local” events 
are, in my opinion, worth a national write-u : 
‘The first page I look at is John Bolster’s, which is invari- 
ably excellent and never dull. Let's have many more of "em. 


W. FRencu. 


Hocknatt. 


M&* Lexpress my appreciation of your successful endeavour 
to cover the many trials of the present winter season. 

1 was most pleased to read your Editorial of 14th December. 
You know, the opposition can always raise. a shout whilst 
those who "get (and really enjoy) excellent trials reports and 
Photographs are prone to keep a complacent silence, 

“are perhaps two points worthy of further 
amplification, 
Firstly, motor-sport is undoubtedly a seasonal sport and 
just as racing occupies most of the summer issues so should 
trials have the lion's share when the elements push the speed 
merchants indoors and only the enthusiast ventures forth, 

This leads me to my second point. 1 believe that AUTo- 
srort caters primarily for the enthusiast, not the mere 
spectator looking for thrills and spills, Who can be a true 
enthusiast and ignore the club events, the local lads’ efforts, 
aod friendly North, South, East and West rivalry which keeps 

ve 
to the local ciubs, we impecunious enthusiasts can 
frequently enjoy a day's sport comparatively near home. 
‘ulations, Avrosroxr, on giving them a fair share 
of your excellent publication, 


Kennera HALLIWeLL. 
RovTon, Lanes. 


J cor write this letter quickly enough to support Mr. J. E. 
Hall, who gave a very reasonable plea for more GP. 

ing features (during the winter, My perusal of AvrosroRt 
during these dark days is confined to scanning “Pit and 
Paddock” for real items of interest about Formula 1 racing, 
and to reading any article relevant to this subject which I 
can discover sandwiched between photographs of odd little 
motor-cars in even odder situations in muddy portions of the 
countryside. | Surely it is possible for you, to commission 
1 do mean, well-known) racing 


Derrick Moroan. 


What it does boil down to, of course, is the old saying— 
“You can't please all the people all of the time”. 


G, Bettany. 
MALVERN. 
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Clean frontal aspect of the 1100 Fiat-Stanguellini “Bialbero” 


PORTS-CAR racing in Italy is 

extremely popular, many events 
being run in capacity classes bringing 
together the bigger Ferraris and 
Alfa Romeos, the Lancias and the 
smaller Oscas, Fiats and Fiat deriva- 
tives. The Fiat designs such as the 
500, 1100,.and 1400, being readily 
available and amenable to modifica- 
tion and tuning, have not unnatur- 
ally provided a convenient basis for 
relatively inexpensive sports-cars of 
high performance. Prominent 
amongst the numerous Italian con- 
cerns who produce and race 
Fiat-based sporting vehicles _ are 
the Stanguellini establishment, whose 
full title is “Officine Stanguellini 
Trasformazioni Auto Sport Corsa”, 
a firm with 15 years’ experience 


behind them in sports-car construc- 
tion and competition work. 

The particular “trasformazion” 
illustrated on this page is 
“Bialbero”, one of Stanguellini’ 
newest models, a “Grand Sport” 
two-seater with gracefully stream- 
lined bodywork and very respectable 
performance, based on the well- 
known Fiat 1100 design. The four- 
cylinder, 68 mm. x 75 mm. engine of 
1,090 c.c. is fitted with a special 
crankshaft, dynamically _ balanced, 
and a Stanguellini light alloy cylin- 
der head with twin-overhead cam- 
shafts driven by silent chain, and 
valves at 90°. With a 10 to 1 
compression ratio and twin carburet- 
ters, 80 b.h.p. is produced at 6,500 
r.p.m., and this power unit, the relia- 
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2.—The Fiat-Stanguellini 
“« Bialbero” Two Seater 


bility of which has been proved in 
innumerable famous events of the 
calibre of the Mille Miglia, the Tour 
of Sicily and the Dolomite Cup, will 
propel the “Bialbero” at a claimed 
maximum of over 120 m.p.-h. 

Dry weight of the car is only 10 
cwt. 24 Ibs., which helps to account 
for its fine performance. Fuel con- 
ion averages approximately 
17.5 mpeg., the tank holding 15. 
gallons. A special sump of it 
gallons capacity is fitted. Ignition 
is by battery and coil. A dry single- 
plate clutch transmits through a 
four-speed gearbox to a conyen- 
tional rear axle. 

The frame is tubular and suspen- 
sion at the front is independent by 
helical springs and wishbones, 
hydraulically damped. The rear 
springs are semi-elliptic with tele- 
scopic shock absorbers. Hydraulic 
brakes are used and the knock-off 
type wire wheels have aluminium 
alloy rims and 5.50 x 18 tyres. 
Wheelbase of the “Bialbero” is 7 ft. 
34 ins., and front and rear track 
3 ft. 10.8 ins. 

RAFFAELE SANSONE. 


STARTING IN COLD 


Wste#'s frosts having already 
made themselves felt, the R.A.C. 
have issued the following hints to 
motorists—particularly those with 
older cars—on starting in cold 
weather: — 


(1) Change to the winter grade of 
engine oil, as recommended in the 
maker's handboo! 

(2) The battery should be in first-class 
condition. If in doubt, have it 
checked by a battery specialist and, 
if necessary, replated or renewed. 

(3) The distributor points should be 
clean and in good condition. The 


gap should be set to the recom- 
mended clearance—usually .010 in. 
to .012 in, 

(4) Sparking pligs should be in reason 
ably clean condition both internally 
and externally, with the points set 
to the recommended clearance. If 
the plugs have been in use for 
10,000 miles or more, they should 
be replaced by new ones. 

(5) High tension leads must be in good 
condition. If at all doubiful, they 
should be renewed. 

(6) Car owners who are unable to 
devote the time necessary to verify 
items (2), (3), (4) and (5) are recom- 
mended to have an electrical service 
check carried out by a reputable 
automobile electrical specialist. 


(7) It is helpful to “ease over” the 
engine by hand before using the 
self-starter. 

(8) The use of an under-bonnet heater 
can facilitate easy. starting. 


MORGAN SUCCESS IN 
PORTUGAL 

MoRGAN 4/4 driven by Carlos 

Baeta won the Third Tour of 
Portugal, held in four stages over 
a distance of approximately 1,350 
miles. Santos Pinto (Lancia) ‘and 
Carlos Rasquilha (Porsche) were 
second and third. 


PLEASE, MR. BOLSTER: Is this understeer or oversteer? 
The car in question is George Wood's C.W: 


S.C.C. boys want to know. 
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The Yorkshir 


on Cob Clough IV in November's Pennine Trial. 


ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CAR 


Ban on Mutilated Tyres 

Ay MALTY was chairman at the 19th 

meeting of the Association of 
Northern Car Clubs, which was held in 
the Royal Victoria Hotel, last week. The 
Sheffield and Hallamshiré M.C. made all 
the necessary arrangement 

Member clubs agreed unanimously that 
the practice of mutilating tyres for the 
purpose of obtaining more adhesion, 
Bld not ido. other tian rence against 
the best interests of the Sport. It was 
also alleged that cut tyres may lead to 
dangerous. and impossible hazards being 
included in trials, The member clubs 
agreed to insert a clause in their sup- 

jementary regulations, banning the use 
of mutilated or cut tyres. 

General agreement was expressed on 
the ‘proposals circulated ‘by the RAC. 
to avoid arousing public feeling against 
motor sport. 


BENTLEY D.C. (MID-WEST) A.G.M. 


Mid-West Region of the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club; comprising the counties 
of Hants, Berks, ‘ilts, Oxon and 
Gloucestershire, held. their second, 
separate, A.G.M. on 8th December, at 
Eleot Park Hotel, Nr. Newbury, Berks. 
The retiring Regional Member’ of the 
Committee {who is, ipso facto, Chairman 
of the Region), H. J. K. Crony) Town 
shend, was unanimously re-elected for the 
coming year, together with the following 
Members of the Regional Committee: 
G. H. G. Burton, Berkshire; R.A. 
Carnegie, Hampshire; Major R. Carpen: 
ter, Oxfordshire; Wing-Cdr. J. Moore, 
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire. 

The mecting was followed by dinner, 
a film show and *Noggin and Natter™ 
till well after midnight. A total of 51 
members and friends were present, despite 
some pretty frightful climate earlier in 


the day, which obviously cut attendance 
by at least SO per cent. “It is hoped that 
a second film show will be held at the 
same venue in February. 
The Region are also holding their 
New Year's Eve party and dance at the 
same hotel, on the 31st December, from 
7.30 pam, till 1.30 a.m. Tickets are 1 gn. 
cach, including firs-ciass running butlet, 
and are obtainable from either the chair- 
man of the Region, H J. K. Townshend, 
Elmdown, Ramsbury, Marlborough, 
Wilts, or direct from’ the Eleot Park 
jotel, 


CRANLEIGH DINNER-DANCE 
OX 7th December, 1951 the Cranleigh 
and D.M.C. and C.C’s second annual 


dinner-dance and presentation of awards, 


was held at the Cranleigh Village Hall, 
Cranleigh, Surrey. 1 President, 
Capt P. Minchin, O.BE., Fred 


Butcher, the club chairm: ind the two 
guests of honour, Arthur Bourne and 
Sammy Davis, made commendably short 
speeches referring to club life, and em- 
Phasizing the need for safety on the 
road. me 140 members and friends 
were present. Awards for the 1951 Season 
were presented by Mrs. Minchin. 


THEY COULD HAVE USED THEM! 
Catseves would have been a very 

handy item of equipment at the 
Scottish Sporting Car Club's Cats’-Eye 
Rally on 7th December, as it was a night 
of blustery winds that threw the heavy 
rain incessantly against the windshield. 
These things did not prevent J. A. H. 
Broadbent (Allard) and W. Shepherd 
(H.R.G.) clocking-in on time at every 
control from Glasgow to Blanefield, and 
losing very few marks in the driving 
tests. A very competent performance 
under trying conditions came from Miss 
Agnes Balfour, who handles her M.G. 
very skilfully. 
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News from 


the Clubs 


The S0-mile route was tricky, and nine 
out of the 40-odd navigators got them- 
selves lost or had to retire before the 
finish, while the weather led to an odd 
incident or two. Bill Skelly (Jupiter) went 
off the road and put a permanent wave 
in his exhaust. Poor J. A. S. Clark 
(M.G.), not only had a puncture but he 
buckled a wheel on a loose stone and 
had to wait for another M.G. to borrow 
spare. 


RESULTS 
Joint Winners: J. A, H. Broadbent 
(Allard), W. Shepherd (H.R.G.), 38.5 
marks lost. 


jtuird: Ian Bennie (Riley), 45:1 marks 
ost. 

Ladies’ Prize: Miss A. Balfour (M.G.), 
57.7 marks lost. 


M.G. NORTH-EASTERN CENTR 
WEEK-END GATHERING 
for the fourth year in succession, the 

North-Eastern Centre of the M.G. Club 
athered at the Mallya Spout Hotel 

ried deep in the Yorkshire Moors. 
for their Winter Week-end, Dinner on 
Saturday evening was a festive occasion, 
made more so by the local celebration 
of the Club's 2ist Birthday, Speeches 
were few and of the lightened-chassis 
variety, in recognition of which John 
Thornley, as reigning Vice-Chairman 
and original founder, was presented 
with an enormous key. 

Next morning, an entry of over 30 
assembled for. non-chassis-breaking 
event on the Goathland Moor. The 
weather turned so unkind that at times 
the maintenance of set averages might 
almost have ranked as practice for the 
Monte Carlo Rally, The Centre's or- 
ganizing team seemed to feel that the 
calculations involved in taking so many 
averages with minus markings for fast 
or slow transgression could best be done 
with the aid of comptometers, so no 
results were promulgated, but’ a sub- 
terranean glance through the sheets 
seemed to show that Walton (Bristol), 


track, taken in a 
blizzard, Pedder, Chapman and 
Thornley (all M.G.s) were closest, with 


Continued on page 796 


THE INTERNATIONAL CLASS E RECORD BROKEN BY 


ANTHONY CROOK 


driving a 2 Litre Frazer-Nash 
at an average speed of 120.13 m.p.h. 


On Monday, 26th November 1951, Mr. Anthony 
Crook set up a new International Class E Record at 
Montlhery, Paris, when he travelled over 200 miles at 
an average speed of 120.13 m.p.h. This outstanding 
performance was achieved in a 2 Litre (Le Mans) 


Frazer-Nash. 


USING 


Esso 1!) 


EXACTLY THE SAME OIL AS YOU CAN BUY FROM YOUR LOCAL GARAGE 


ESSO PETROLEUM COMPANY, LIMITED, 36 QUEEN ANNE'S GATE, LONDON, S.W.! 
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News from the Clubs—continued 
Ward and Smart (M.G.s) only a mark 
behind, while Charlesworth | (M.G.), 
Walton (Bristol), Riddell and Lowry 
(M.G.s) were also close. 

‘The Downhill Acceleration Test on a 
gradient pessimistically _notice-boarded 
as “I in 3”, seemed to cause little 
trouble, but a spirited section of hill- 
climb, ‘to be done at not less than x 
mph. left most of the entry in default. 
Half-a-dozen tests of this kind gave 
drivers plenty to think about, in addi- 
tion to finding their way through the 
driving snow. During the morning, one 
or two distress signals reached head- 
quarters, but by lunchtime all were 
safely gathered in for the restoration 
of external and internal warmth at the 
Mallyan. 
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(CUMBERLAND DINNER 


= Cumberland Sporting Car Club 

held its annual dinner at the Royal 
Oak Hotel, Keswick, on Saturday, 8th 
December, ‘about 70 "members attending 
with their friends. 


The Club President, Philip Rambaut, 
presided and after the dinner members 
listened to a most amusing specch by 
Mr. “G.N." Mawson who described his 
eariy days of motoring in the car that 
gave him his initials. The prizes were 
presented by F.C. Clement, who was 
the first of the Bentley Boys’ and drove 
that most successful marque from 1923 
to 1930, figuring in the victories at Le 
Mans and Brooklands. 


Award winners were Bob Dickson, 
who gained the Graham and Roberts 
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Trophy for the best performance over 
the year; Chris Shepheard-Walwyn, 
awarded the County Motors Trophy for 
the best Vintage performance; A. H. M. 
Edney (Berwick and District M.C.) won 
the Armstrong Trophy for his perform- 
ance in the Keswick Rally, while the 
Slater Trophy for the most hard-working 
marshal went to J, Heskett-Bell. 


PROPOSED SOLIHULL CLUB 


first meeting of the proposed 
Solihull Motor Enthusiasts Club will 
be held in the near future at a hostelry 
in the Solihull area. Anyone requiring 
further information is invited to write 
to R. C, Jones at 41 Brookvale Road. 
Olton, Birmingham, 27. 


EIRE EXPERTS’ 


TRIAL 


Another Premier to Keyin Murray in 
M.G, C.C, (frish Centre) Winter Trial 


‘Tus was undoubtedly one of the best 
and most enjoyable trials run in 
Ireland for some time, the organization 
being so good that some of the organizers 
themselves were able to compete in the 
event! The total mileage covered was 
only 30 miles and the route in- 
cluded nine observed sections and_ six 
special tests, in the Rathcoole, Brittas 
and Blessington areas. Thirty-three 
ters checked. out from the inn. at 
Jokstown; the Noels, Gleeson and 
Killingly, both being ‘non-starters, al- 
though the latter did travel as passenger 
to Arthur Knowles—trilby hat and all! 
All competitors finished the trial with 
the exception of Elmer Connell whose 
fine old “Brooklands” Riley suffered an 
jine seizure late in the day. 
¢ first test, a cross-roads affair at 
Killinardin Cross, gave best time 10 
Johnnie Bell (Ford Spl.) with 15% secs., 
hhe was closely followed by Kevin Murray 
(M.M. Spl.) in IS¢ and Maurice Cavey 
(Ford’ Spl) in 16. At Stone Cross a 
'Y-shaped forward-reverse test_ was won 
by M. O'Neill in a Dellow with 124 secs. 
with. a quadruple tie for second place 
between Bell, Cecil Vard (M.G. TC), Alf 
Potter (Ford Spl.) and Harold Johnson 
(Lancia Spl.) all with 13 secs. Kevin 
Flynn (M.G. TD) was third with 13% 
secs. 
Test three at Brittas Road was a 
wigsle-wogule and reverse wosle, which 
y 


was won by Dermoit O'Clery with the 
little J3 MG. in 23} secs., followed by 
Murray with 24 and Connell in the old 
Riley with 245. 

‘At Brittas Cross Roads a multiple test 
included two circuits round a. pylon and 
through a stream, against the watch! 
Owing to the time’ element many people 
entered the water somewhat faster than 
they might have tackled a normal water 


COMING OUT CLEAN: Joe Flynn's 

M.G. emerges from the Brittas timed 

watersplash during the Irish M.G. 
“Experts”. 


splash obstacle and left it on three cylin- 
lers or less! There was also a box in 
which competitors were expected 10 
brake immediately upon leaving the water 
—strangely enough, most of them did! 
Bell made a couple of very large splashes 
in 18% secs, and “Wilfie Fitzsimmons, 
in his famous little Ford Spl. (he uses 
it for road racing as well!), made the 
box in 19 secs. Hugh Crawford plunged 
in and came out for the second time in 
a very creditable 19% secs, with only 


n his C.F.M. 


a mild trace of misfiring 
Spl. The very last competitor through. 
with the tide rising fast, was Cecil 
Atkinson, down from the wicked North 
(over the’ border, to you); he shook those 
about to walk away with a clean 18 secs. 

Test five at Cromwellstown was a 
triangular forward-reversing. affair and 
was won by Jimmy Millard in his 
Millpool-Morford in 23#, Bell _was 
second best with 234 and Tom Ohle 
(Dellow) third with 24%. The final test 
at the Embankment was a T-shaped 
forward and reversing layout which was 
somewhat mild and_ uninteresting after 
the many good previous tests and 
observed sections. Murray made best 
time here with 24 secs. with Kevin 
Flynn second with 244 and a tie for third 
best between Bill Young (M.G, TC) and 
Millard with 25 secs. 
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Owing to the rain washing clear much 
of the sticky surface, many of the 
observed sections were easicr than ex- 
pected and climbed by most, but, the 
deep mud hole at “Hells Corner” was 
not so funny. The first 25 competitors 
all failed here, most of them only gain- 
ing four marks. However, of the last 
eight, four gained the full 10 marks by 
making the grade; these were: Cecil 
Atkinson, Harold Johnson, “Wilfie™ Fitz~ 
simmons and Norman Young (Ford Spl.). 
G, Brickenden in a very tiny littic 
Austin Seven Spl. Arthur Knowles 
(M.G. TD), and M. O'Flaherty (M.G.) 
did well to chalk up eight marks. A 
Very creditable performance in this sec- 
tion was that of Jimmy O'Brien who 
chalked up no less than six marks with 
a perfectly standard Singer Nine 
Roadster. 


H. A. O'Buren. 
RESULTS 
Premier Award: K. P. Murray (M.M. 
Special), 99 marks. 
General Classification: |, J. Bell (Ford 
Spl.), 894; 2, H. Johnson (Lancia Spl.), 
86; 3, T."P."Ohle (Dellow), 854 
Sunbury Cup, Best Standard M.G.: |. 
A. Knowles (TD), 80; 2. A. 1 Young 
(TC), 774; 3, C. Vard' (TC), 744, 


Flynn Cup, Non-Experts or Hewison 
P.A. Winners: 1, C. Atkinson (Ford Spl.), 
884: 2, N. R. Young (Ford Spl.), 76; 3, 
M. Cavey (Ford Spl.), 74, 


Team Award: Bell, Cavey, Ohle. 
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DISPLACEMENT: Hugh Crawford (1,172 C.F.M.) grits teeth and wheel 
‘as he charges through the stream, He was third best in this test. 


YORKSHIRE 


weather forecast promised “the 
for Sunday, %h December, 
the date of the Manchester University 
Club's Yorkshire Cup Rally—and it 
wasn't far wrong! By the time the 
competitors had completed the 240-odd 
miles of the course, they had seen rain, 
hail, floods, snow on high ground and 
snow on low ground, The result_was 
that out of 24 starters only 10 finished 
and all had lost mar 

‘The course led over the moors from 
Hebden Bridge to Barnoldswick and 
thence through the Trough of Bowland 
to Clapham where lunch was laid on. 
By this time, only four competitors, 
Carlisle (M.G: TA), Howard (Morgan), 
Lilley (1,172 Ford), and Dobson (M.G. 
Thlitre), had lost no marks, John Lilley 
had created quite a stir by motoring 
what was apparently an Anglia at fan- 
tastic speeds over Ecclestone Moor, 
pursued by 2 gagele of M.Gs. | Water 
had provided quite a bit of trouble, and 
Bob Williams and Barry Wood had 
virtually retired with the Allard, which 
kept picking up a distributor load every 
time they passed through a decent-sized 
puddle, Don Harrison had water 
trouble of a different kind in his side- 
screen-less Wolseley Hornet. He appeared 
at Clapham with navigator Jimmy Mills 
wringing out his maps, on which it was 
no longer possible to tell a second-class 
road from a 100-foot contour line. 


CUP RALLY 


After lunch the route led up into 
Wensleydale over Ribblehead, this sec- 
tion being renowned for a horrible, un- 
dulating road, which turned many 
navigators a rich pea green. From 
Hawes competitors went up into the 
hills by Semer Water. They then “had 
the option of going over Cragdale Moor 
or round by Aysgarth. Those who went 
‘over the top found that it would have 
made an excellent trials section about 
four miles long. A bit of conversation 
which took place on this moor is worth 
recording. Carlisle's navigator, after 
hearing a particularly loud clunk: “It's 
a good job it’s a pressed steel sump! 
Carlisle, cheerfully, “It isn’t, it's cast 
aluminium, Watch the oil pressure!" 
Surprisingly it stayed at 45. 

The sun actually) shone as the cars 
presyed on down Wharfedale to pj 
treewick, and then past Bolton At 


y 
to Ilkley, whence over t'moor on a road 


that looked like a quarry tip. From 
Keighley the route went up a fantastic 
with six tight hairpins in quick 
succession, and a gradient of about one 
in one, and on then to the back roads 
around Halifax and Huddersfield. 
Around a spot called Golcar, Dobson 
and Dunning (TD M.G.s), who were fol- 
lowing each other, managed somehow or 
other to cross a golf course, and seemed 
quite surprised. that no one else had 
jone the same thing. 


From Huddersfield, navigators had a 
spot of well-earned rest along a heaven- 
sent stretch of main road, down to 
Langsett where controls had been placed 
at either end of the famous, or notorious, 
Strines Moor road. For a change, how: 
ever, schedules had not been” fixed 
dangerously high, and anyone who had 
any brakes left managed to make it on 
time. 

Finally, encountering a snowstorm 
over the Snake pass, battling against a 
fearsome head wind ‘all made their way 
to the Little Mill Inn at Rowarth for an 
excellent meal, and a much needed 
drink. Competitors came in by “dribs 
and drabs”, and it soon became apparent 
that Tony ‘Carlisle had won by a clear 
14 marks. Second was John Marks, and 
third Derek Howard, who had finished 
second in his class in the Inter-Varsity 
Rall 

Even those who had retired seemed 
to have enjoyed themselves, and thanks 
go to Peter Midgley and Peter Lomax, 
who organized the Rally and found the 
altogether excellent course. 


RESULTS 

1, T, A. Carlisle (M.G. TA), 20 marks 
lost; 2, J. Marks (M.G. TO), 34; 3, D. 
Howard (1,297 cc. Morgan), 40; 4, A. J. 
Lilley (1.172 cc. Ford Anglia), 57;' 5, 
J, Ray (Jowett Javelin), 87: 6, R. Dobson 
(M.G. I}litre), 89: 7, T. Dunning (M.G 
TB), 105; 8, D. Mycock (M.G. TC), 116; 
9, H. Jacoby (M.G. TA), 124; 10, D. 
Scott (Austin 10), 125. 
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News from the Clubs—continued 
BENTLEY 0.C. ANNIVERSARY 
NW Sunday, 2nd December last, the 
Bentley Owners’ Club held ‘their 
First Anniversary Party at The White 
Hart Hotel, Whiteparish, near Salisbury 
About 40 members plus their friends 
stered for the excellent tea, after 
followed 


which a film show was held, 
by a noggin and natter. 

The Club was founded on 3rd 
December, 1950, with about 20 members, 
and its popularity has been such that it 
has grown to well into the three-figure 
mark. 


THE CHASE TROPHY TRIAL 
WING to a misunderstanding, the results 
‘of, the sports-car class in the Shen 
stone and D.M.C;s recent Chase Trophy 
Trial were wrongly given. The correct 
results are as follows 
The Rugeley Bowl (Best Perform 
Sports-Car Class): Norm 
(972 Singer). 
Ist Class Award: G. A. 


Lewis (1,496 


H.R.G.). 
2nd Class Award: J. W. Fowler (1.496 
H.RG), 


THE “EXETER” 
long-established Exeter Trial of 

the M.CC. will be run for the 28th 
time on Friday and Saturday next, 28th 
29th December. Open to. motor-cye 
ihree-wheelers and cars, this year's event 
has drawn an entry totalling 261, of 
which 145 are cars. Starting points’ will 
be Virginia Water, near London, first car 
leaving at 1.25 a.m. on Saturday morn: 
ing; Stratford-on-Avon, where the first 
car ix away at 1.06 am.. and Plymouth, 
where, at 12.30 a.m. an “Exeter” veteran, 
E. P. Huxham leads off in his 4/4 
Morgan. Amongst the _two-wheeler 
entries we note one E. C, W. Stapleton 
riding a Norton. 

First competitors, the _motor-cyclists. 
are expected to arrive at Fingle Bridge at 
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about 6 a.m. on Saturday morning, Stone- 
lands at 7.12 a.m., Simms Hill ‘at 7,30 
am., Higher Rill, 8.40 am., Harcombe, 
9.05"a.m., Knowle Lane, 10.30 am., and 
Cocknowie at 12.10 pm. The car entries, 
starting last, may be expected up to two 
hours after these times. The finish will 
be at the Grand Hotel, Bournemouth. 


NORTH-WEST LONDON M.C. 


RAcoRD number of members and their 

friends turned up at Frascati’s 
restaurant, London, on 13th December 
for the annual dinner-dance of the North: 
West London M.C, Speech-making was 
cut to the absolute minimum, probably 
‘on the suggestion of President Sydney 


Allard. The men who stood up wh 
called on were Rodney Walkerlcy 
Goff” Imhof, John Cooper and Hon 
Sec, Jim Appleton. Prizes for the season 


were presented by Mrs. Allard. Tables 
were speedily cleared for dancing and a 
cabaret show, and N.W.LC.C. showed 
great originality in the selection of comic 
hats for the revellers, the Silverstone 
Bowler being a popular choice. Amongs! 
Visitors from “furrin parts” were Mr, and 
Mrs. T. C. Harrison—all the way from 
Sheffield. “This London club has had a 
remarkably successful season, and 
membership is going up by leaps and 
bounds, 


HERTS COUNTY NOCTURNE 


pth December, the Herts, County 
One »bile and Acro Club played an 
tral sartag, add finahng at thet cub 
house of the London Aeroplane Club at 


Panshanger Aerodrome, near Hatfield. 
Torrential rain had fallen during the 
day, but at zero hour, 7.30 pm., the 


downpour stopped and’ a moon shone 
down on the thankful marshals who 
were manning the seven points scattered 
around an 85-mile course on Sheet 160 
of the Ordnance Survey 
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Taking the nearest point to base first, 
and travelling clockwise, competitors’ 
destination on the route card was given 
as Clibbon’s Post. From this post, which 
inci@entally marked the spot where a 
notorious highwayman was shot, one had 
10 follow a compass course into a thick 
wood to find the marshal. 

‘Capni’s map reference led you to a 
wood full, or apparently so, of ponds. 
Flashing ‘lights and the ‘graves of 
obscurely named gentlemen wasted 
precious minutes before you found 
the marshals huddled on an island 
approached over avery rickety cause- 
way. One competitor was so keen to 
clock in that he spurned this causeway 
and came across the hard-and-wet-way 
The strains of “On the Isle of Capri” 
guided lost and demoralized nightmen. 

On a little bridge at Niagara was fixed 
a fishing rod; if the catch was reeled in 
you found instructions to follow a trai 
of tin fish to an enormous taxi in which 
Fred Clarke and Reg “Lamgia” Croysdill 
served out hot dogs. 

Holliway was way off the be: 
and entailed a muddy walk fro 
ever direction you approached it 
Christmas Copse proved more difficult to 
find than anticipated, since the marsh 
pitched camp in the wrong copse! That 
Berkhamsted Common seemed to be full 
of Christmas tree plantations did not 
help to reduce the ensuing confusion, 
and only the eventual winner found the 
Tight spot without losing any time: 

A certain slightly inebriated local 
strolling near Ivinghoe Beacon that night 
reported a body sw 
to the local P.c, That the bill wa 
Gallows Hill and that your next point 
was Dead Man's Gulch was, of course, 
pure coincidence. Down the ravine were 
scattered cattle bones, and a couple of 
hill-billies huddled over a fire took you 
off-course before finding the m 
Dead Man's Gulch. 

The special test at Cockney’s Walk (in 
a chalk pit) consisied of finding and 
ringing a bell, the only directions. given 
being a distance and compass bearing. 
Intermediate ditches and mounds added 
to the difficulties. Bartlett and Cooper 
tied for best time here. 

The last clue, Sign Post, same map 
reference, gave the mileages and place 
names thereon but caused little trouble 
And so back to Panshanger where results 
Were announced at 3 a.m., and breakfast 

‘or whatever one calls a meal at that 
hour—devoured. 

The winner was B. I, Bartlett in a 
Javelin, and W/Comdr. Pike — was 
runner-up, in a Riley 1i-litre saloon, 
navigated by John Gott, who must have 
found the Nocturne quite a contrast 
Alpine or Tulip navigation! 

It should perhaps be added that 
Bartlett was the only competitor to com 
plete the course without being penalized. 
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PENNINE RALLY: C. N. Heath and 
J. Burton (XK 120 Jaguar) arrive at Tan 
Hill Inn during ‘the North Stafis M.'s 
highly successful November event. 
Gentleman on the left ix Bruce Lead- 
better, Secretary of the Meeting: on the 
right is Marshal J. §. Marshall. 


SKIN MICROGRAPHS 


EEOY IVE 
“8 EFFECT MiCIDAL 


Greasy. grimy, pore-clogged hands cannot be avoided by the 
motorist who services his own car. 
ugh 
Skin Cleanser the speedy, easy and effective way. 


Soap and water are not 
én 


He should clean them with Duckham's Antiseptic 
A blob on the hands —a rub, a rinse — leaves the hands 
thoroughly clean and the skin soft, smooth, supple and 


germ-free. 


Ask your garage for a descriptive leaflet or write to Alexander 
Duckham & Co. Ltd., 346 Kensington High Street, W.14. 


Lach Urs 


SKIN CLEANSER 


BUCKLERS LEAD — 


BUCKLER 


SCOTLAND 
1st 
* REST & BE THANKFUL 


International Hillclimb 
1951, Class 5. 


* BO'NESS 
International Hill-climd 
1951, Class 3(0) 


BUCKLER 


MULTI-TUBULAR 2-Seater 
FRAMES FOR MARK X 
FORD 10 SPECIALS 3-Seater 


BUCKLER LFS. BUCKLER 
CONVERSION CLOSE RATIO 
67 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING ‘er ANGLIAS eoeeiees 


OTHERS FOLLOW 


10 SPECIALS 


FORD 


ENGLAND WALES 
v7 1st 
PRESCOTT ‘National Hill-dimb 1951 
Gass 2(s). LYDSTEP HILL-CLIMB, August 1951, 


FERSFIELD Race 6, June 1951. Ist in Class and Second F.T.D. 
BARC. HILL-CLIMB, July 1951. 
" pecils Cas. (Sports Cars). "{ 

750 M.C. SPEED TRIALS, October 1951. 

Sports Cars up to 1300 cx. Also 
GT. AUCLUM, 1172 Formula Award. SPECIAL FRAMES 
BAR. HILL-CLIMB, October 1951 

Also F.1D. To 


CUSTOMER'S ORDER 


Mr. K.W. Smith (Smith-J.A.P.) using a Buckler 
frame won the non-production car 500 c.c 
Silverstone Race and holds the award as 
sunner-up in the 1951 " Autosport” Champion: 


BUY A BUCKLER 
MULTI- TUBULAR FRAME 


and build your own replica. The ideal car 
petitions and everyday use Reliability 


thip for non-series production cars 


and PREFECTS ‘FORD 10 SPECIALS 


Phone 3227 & 4903 


News from the Clubs—continued 
HORSHAM CLUB DINNER 
‘Tue Horsham and District M.C, and 

LCC. will hold its 24th Annual 
Dinner and Dance at the Black Horse, 
Horsham, on Thursday, 17th January 
1952, at 7.15 for 7.30 pim. 

Members and friends of clubs in the 
SE. Centre, and all old members will 
be welcome. Awards will be presented 
at 10 pam, . Tickets at 12s. 6d. for the 
Dinner/Dance, or at 3s, for the Dance 
only, are obtainable from the Hon. Sec.. 
E. G. Smith, of 20 Guildford Road 
Horsham, Sussex, before 12th January 


SOUTH CAERNARVONSHIRE 
AGM. 


"Tt attendance at the A.G.M, of the 

Caernarvonshire M.C. was such 
that’ the meeting completely filled the 
little bar at the Marine Hotel, Criccieth, 
However, much useful work’ was done 
and a solid foundation laid down for 
next year's events, 

‘On the 31st’ December comes a 
“wassail and wallop” session in the form 
‘of the Club's New Year’s Eve Dance at 
the Marine Hotel. Tickets are limited 
lt 12s, 6d, each, 

For 24th January, Gwyn Williams has 
secured the Esso 1951 films for showing 
at the Crown Hotel, Pwllheli, The show 
begins at 7.30 sharp. 


NORTH MIDLAND CLUB 
GOES GAY 
North Midland Club's Christmas 
Party has built up a reputation for 
being one of the cheeriest affairs held 
in those or any other region, and the 
tradition was certainly kept well polished 
last. Wednesday, when the Devonshire 
‘Arms, Baslow, ‘was the scene of con- 
centrated merriment. The _fancifully 
executed “Route Card” specified a period 
of Upper Cylinder Lubrication between 
7,30 and 8.15, and as this was duly 
observed, no perturbation whatever oc- 
‘curred when the main fuse of the hotel's 
electricity system blew a few minutes 
after the soup had arrived. The band 
redoubled its efforts and the company 
chimed in with spoons, forks, glasses 
and plates as dinner proceeded by 
candlelight 


“Musical Chairs, 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


December 22nd. 
LCL. Trial. 
December 23rd. Sheffield and Hallam- 

lire MC. Trial. 

‘entish Border CC. 

Kent, 

December 26th. M.G. C.C. (SW 
Cecil Kimber Trophy Trial, Men- 
dips. Start Mile 3 Roadhouse, 
Bristol-Bridgwater Road. 12 noon 
Ulster A.C, Boxing Day Trial. Start 
Red Hail, Whitehead-Larne Road, 
Magn, 

December 28th-29th. M.C.C. Exeter 
Trial. Starting points Plymouth 
(Webber's Filling Station, Hartley 
Vale, 10.31 pam-1247 a.m), Strat- 
ford-on-Avon (Guyver's Garage, 
Rother Street, 1049 pm-124 am.) 
and Virginia Water (Wheat 
Hotel, W14 pan-2.53 a.m). 

December 3th. Peterborough M.C 
Trial, 


Bristol M.C. and 


Driving Tests, 


The dishes having been cleared, a 
ceftain amount of dancing was indulged 
in, with interludes for nonsense, gener- 
ally of a somewhat strenuous type. The 
regs. specified “old clothes”. and indeed, 
there was cause. A boiled shirt was a 
distinct disadvantage when playing 
rugby football! Two hefty scrums were 
formed for this game at which Reg 
Holt and Alan Rogers struck a good 
vein, Reg being particularly crafty in 
working the blind side of the scrum. 
The dust having settled and a few 
more dances having been fitted in, the 
company was invited to play Musical 
Chairs. At least it was thought to be 

Then Phil Chapman 
produced a highly odoriforous snow- 
storm with the aid of meta fucl and a 
hot poker. ‘The trouble was the stuff 
wouldn't melt and kept getting up 
people’s noses or into their beer. 

When everybody was more or less 
exhausted, the Christmas tree was un- 
veiled and provided an interval of 
peace, during which one qucued to have 
a grope in the brantub. Finally, one 
became conscious that brass_monkeys 
were dying like flies in the frost’ and 
fog outside, so the curtain was called 
down for another year. 
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WIDTH JUDGING: K. B. Lee's Type 
40 Bugatti in the “judge your width” 
test, carried out in reverse, during the 
S.C-C’s Southport” week-end 

Tast month. 


Vintage 


PLYMOUTH ANNUAL DINNER 
7th December 220 members and 
‘guests attended the Continental Hotel 
for what was surely the most outstanding 
“Annual Do” in the long history of the 
Plymouth Motor Club. Demand for 
tickets was greater than ever this year 
and they were oversold more than a 
week before the event. The President of 
the Club, Mr. P. Fletcher, proposed the 
toast of the “City of Plymouth” to which 
the Deputy Lord Mayor, Mr. P. N 
Washbourne, responded. Mr. L. Trebil- 
cock, Hon, Sec. of the Plymouth Road 
Safety Committee proposed the toast of 
“The Plymouth Motor Club”, the Chair- 
man, Mr. G. H. Turnbull, replying. 
The presentation of awards was made 
by the Deputy Lady Mayoress, Mrs. 
P. N. Washbourne, The principal award 
winners were, Turnbull Trophy (Standard 
Production Saloon Car Trial), A. L. 
Chard. Manor Trophy (Standard Pro- 
duction Car Trial), D. F, Hussell, 
Marina Trophy (Trial for’ Standard 
Production Cars), A. L. Chard. Comus 
Cup and Replica (best aggregate per- 
formance and attendance during the 
season in outdoor social events), Mrs. M. 
Chard. The “200" Challenge Trophy 
and Replica went to C. E, Crump, and 
the “Avon™ Challenge ‘Trophy and 
Replica to R, W. Hartnoll. 


THE R.A.C. NATIONAL CALENDAR 


‘Te Competitions Committee of the 

RAC, point out that the National 
Calendar for 1952, published elsewhere 
(not in Autosport), is merely a 
suggested list of fixtures, and cannot be 
regarded as the official calendar of 
British events for 1952, The true 
calendar will probably be issued next 
‘month, 


CLUB FIXTURES 
Cheltenham M.C.—Motorisis’ Ball, 21st 
‘December, Town Hall, Cheltenham. 
BARC. (Yorkshire Centre).—Annual 

Dinner/Dance, 21st December 


Bentley Drivers’ Club-—Noggin, and 
Natter, ist December, ipping 
Stocks’ Hotel. Manchester. 6 p.m. 
Christmas Film Show, Dinner and 
Dance, 22nd December, Hanworth 
Park Hotel. Feltham, Middlesex. 4 
m. onwards. Noggin ‘and Natter, 


26th December, Haven Hotel, Sand- 
banks, Bournemouth. 12 noon-2 p.m. 
North London Enthusiasts C.C.: Child- 
ren’s Christmas Party, 22nd December, 
Hendon Hall. 3-5.30 pm. 
Sheffield and M.C.—Child- 
ren's Christmas Party, 22nd December 


Church Hall, Eccleshall. Christmas 
Trial, Dinner and Party, 23rd 
Deceinber. 


Vintage $.C.C.—Last Thursday meetings, 
27th December, Jolly Farmers, Enfield, 
Middlesex. Smoker's Inn, Plumile; 
near Northwich, Cheshire. 
Hotel, likley, Yorks. 


Crescent 


WHAT A PERFORMANCE ! ! 


THE NORTH-WEST LONDON M.C. 


Wishes all Members the Compliments of the Season, and a 
Happy Sporting New Year 


The Club congratulates the following members on their outstanding achievements in 1951, and in 
particular the R.A.C. Trials Championship :— 
FIRST! R.A.C. CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY: WALLY WARING (W.H.W. Dellow), SECOND! TONY 
RUMFITT (Cotton). THIRD ! GODFREY IMHOF (Imhof). Also FOURTH ! CYRIL CORBISHLEY (C.C:S.). 
FIFTH! RON FAULKNER (Paul). SIXTH! BILL SLEEMAN (Sleeman). SEVENTH! H. HOPKINSON 
(Austin/Ford). EIGHTH! TED SPENCE (Spence V). NINTH! GORDON MOSBY (Ford). TENTH! C. 
R. HARDMAN (Dellow). All of these gained Souvenir Awards. 

— AND — 
THE BRITISH TRIALS DRIVERS’ ASSOCIATION GOLD STAR for 1951 goes to member RON FAULKNER, 
runner-up was member TIM CRUMP, and third man (provisional) was WALLY WARING. 


ALL THE LEADING BRITISH TRIALS AND RALLY DRIVERS BELONG 
TO THE NORTH-WEST LONDON M.C. 


During 1951 the N-W.L.M.C. organised the Gloucester, C Cup, 
Lawrence Cup and Standard Car Trials, the LONDON and Ld : 
Rallies; many social events including a gymkbana. Also N-W.L.M.C. 
members were invited to participate in 35 events organised by other clubs. 


PRIMA RR 


Performance Cars 
==SSH}STHE SPORTS-CAR PEOPLE 


THE WIMDMIL GARAGE, GREAT WEST ROAD, BRENTFORD, MIDDX. 


(Telephones EALing 8841-2-3) 


VINTAGE AUTOS 
of 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


it bag BEF, of the Vsntage Galt 3 minutes from Northfields Tube Station (Piccadilly or District Lines) 
" é a 169 ALLARD droviead foursome, low mileare evs 
lun by an siast for wusias! 1957 ALVIS Spoad 25 Charloworth saloon, npotles cass 
Run by Enthusiast for the Enthusiast 
1935 AUSTIN 10 Cabrioie as 
1930 Ai-ltre Invicta 4-seater tourer. Completely rebuilt 0 FORD Prien saloon i 
18-20 mpg, 90 mph. £10 tax £425 peas ane as Sea 4 
1931 ALVIS 12/60 TK Beotleback. Mechanically perfect, now FORD Vs Model 6 saloon ens 
being resprayed £250 1937 FORD V5 Mosel 7% saloon as 
1938 F.N./BMW, type 3217/4 d/h. foursome 50 
1925 BUGATTI type 30 2/3 seater. Completely rebuilt from tas? SAT 300 Conricin ase 
Yop to bottom as original. Faultless in every way. £325 1982 LAGONDA Slee tourer, £250 recently sent 68 
1928 ROLLS TWENTY tourer. Bills for £1,150 spent during Se ne nee rete ae 
last 3 years, One of the Finest Rolls Tourers in existence, £585 mM LAGONDA 4t-ive tes 
ROLLS TWENTIES—Choice of four £325—£500 Saphes ates eae a toe pac. 
ROLLS TWENTY-FIVES—Choice of three £485—£085 Dale saloon £300 
te “a/h, foursome cans 
EFF TENURES nT SURED TA seater, cholce of two 1398 and 6368 
As my stock is constantly changing. | always have @ PA § hp., Zocater 295 
fresh selection every week at Competitive prices, and NA Masncie 95 
the largest stock of Vintage Cars in the country 32 2eeater, choise of two 2245 snd 235 
a 1957 MORRIS # Sener tourer ass 
1933 MORRIS Minor # hp. 95 
a ROLLS ROYCE Phantom Il, Peat, {/f Limousine «228 
189-195 PAVILION ROAD, SLOANE STREET. on lain resem eae peel jen] 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE, LONDON, S.W.1 1907 VOLKSWAGEN ‘saloon, rebuilt, spotien — 
Ome 8326 Three Months’ Written Guarantee. Never lest than Fity Sportecars im stock. 
Open 9-6 six days a week. Sunday 11-1, or any time by eppeintment 
ns !™™ 
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CARS FOR SALE 


ALVIS 
LTON GARAGE, “The Alvis People” —£o9s 
1947 14 hip. utility, private licence: £495 Speed 
2s, fited T-seater limousine body: £480 1987 "17 
Sliver ‘Crest "sports, saloon: £425" Speed 20 Mayfair 
forts saloon 438" Speed 20 Chariswor sports 
‘touring saloon. very clean: £325 
17° saloon: £295 Speed 20 Y" 
‘and, many others. We 
‘models, available from 
Can be purchased oa Hire Purchase without form= 
hy Aton "Gurare, 17-19 Bro Mews North 
sa Road, W.2 Paddington 3952 
Aus ‘Speed 20 saloon 1933, £200 spent recently 
‘Nearest (235. Take’ cheap) Vintage 10/12. hm 
part exchange.—Mowatt, Stockbridge, Mamtpshive 
ALLIS Speed. 20, ensine in frs-ciass condition 
‘complete with carburetters and all ics. Best 
offer—Juck. Leeson vand. Partners, Brook’ Street 
Garage, ‘Stourbridge $808. 
ABYIS Seed Tweaty, Charlesworth Saloon. 
2A rae. 1934.” Good Condition, Well 
“230. "Exchange smalter iD. Sports 
‘Reoen 4734" ane 730m 


AUSTIN 
AUSTIN “Gordon England” cater spons. eo0d 
‘engine. bodywork srcen, new all-weather equip- 
ment. Taxed,” 495 to cleat.—Jack Leeson and 
Partners, Brock Street’ Garage. Stourbridge $8081 
AUSTIN 7. 2seater sports. rebuilt, resexistered 
1951, fully “equipped, 00d hood “and. Wren 
£160.—Siaines 254 
AUSTIN 8 tourer, ex W.D,, fest ree 1988, £298 
—Tudor “Motors, London Road, | Hounslow, 
Middx, "Tel.: “Hounslow 314 
-HLP. DROPHEAD foursome coupé, oritinal con- 
ition. £24s, 
7 Rup. saloon.—Wadeol Motor 
Lane, NIW.6. Hampstead 1177 


Bast Roy, un 
plete stock, who 
Portand Street, Wat 


CONNAUGHT 
SPORTS-CAR—CONNAUGHT sports 
‘This car stands fully modified to 
Works! specification and. is ready for next 
facing. “Price Includes over £100" Of ‘spare’ parte 
rape Mewed "by appoiniment—Primrose 6996 


atest 


Classified Advertisements 
NOTICE 


can be accepted by telephone 
up p.m. Friday 21st Dec. 
Phone GERRARD 3193 
TODAY 


32, Great Windmill Street, London, W.1. 


AUTOSPORT 


December 21, 1951 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: Sd. per word, 3s. 6d. pe line, 35/~ per 
Ringe Golam Yack. Minimum charge 8, 
hot including Box Number. Partculars 
of Series Discounts may be obtained on 
application. 


BOX NUMBERS: Facilities are available 10 
‘advertisers at an additional charge of 
to etry’ com of booking and 
words" Box 000” must be included in 
the advertisement and paid for. - Box 
Numbers may'not be used for 1950 and 
current mode! 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Only vehicles 
‘not subject to the B.M-T.A. Covenant, 
for similar restrictions, may be advers 
ised for sale in Autosport, Submission 
of an advertisement is sn implied 
acceptance of this condition, 


DELLOW 
(CREAM, DELLOW, "supercharned, cx 
Burgess. for quick sale owing to 
met. All tyres two pew spares). as few 
uriber details Roland ‘Sidvell 


Nitleage 3-000. 


Ken 
seath part 
so. 


%, MORGAN 


PRESS TIME: MONDAY 5 p.m. Tel. 
GERrard 3193. 


All advertisements must be prepaid and should 
be addressed to Autosport, Classiied Adver- 
tisement Dept. 32 Great’ Windmill ‘Street, 
London, W.1. 


The publishers reserve the right to refuse ad- 
Yertisements, and do not accept liability for 
printers’ or clerical errors, although every care 
is taken to ensure accuracy. 


LEA-FRANCIS 
2/4-seater, 
‘one owner, 21,000 
R 20,000, 
Bumerous owner-added refinements including. special 
Random 
thiet-proot 


Gevice.” maintained always in faultless condition 
‘eras of cont cat specially tuned at Lea-Francit 


1948 ‘SPORTS 2scatcr, 17,000 miles, resprayed. 
Sted radio and heater, 
eat, me 90, oF 


‘exchange cheap 


Union Street, Coventry. Tel: S244, (@aytime). MORGAN, 44, Official spare parts stockists, ser- 
vice and repairs.—Basil Roy, Lid., 161 Ot 
FIAT Portland Street, W.1- Langham 7733, 
MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. tor, your, Mut, GLOCOMBES OF NEASDEN for Morzans, The 
tecondiloned 2nd. series (i “ar with motorcycle performance and economy. 
soy" de “xe converbls, evar Tye or fouraeaters, £5 any 7 mpm $0 mp. 


schemes, 
allable below. 


40-82" Dudden’ till ‘Lave, 


<Slocomtes 
SWie wit ani, 


Fee aS PLE oe ee ee 
rae onan a aoe ge ote 
tm various colour schemes. Send for tist, ‘of = Hounslow, Middx. Tel,: ‘Hounslow 4314. 
Sopher or 
eee 
Rereaie cincoes cop, rat mie mt 
Sr ee ead sa 
an fat SES. Gen. sg MERCURY 
ae 


TT. REPLICA FRAZER-NASH 
pletely tcbult, 


‘new lightweight body 
275. Leith, 
ra Sireet 


Stupendous “set 
that the acceleration 


Write for post ee 
Mire purchase. 
Showrooms open tll > 


Stturday 
HEALEY 


FIEALEY 1952 models of both saloon and drop- 
head coupé delivery dates now -available.— 


222.” Nocthammotnn_ “Telephone No 2362 

1950 SCVERSTONE "Soret. Low 

Young, ide 43-65 Sterehoid. Avenue, Streatham An interesting selection 

Hi Sw Tet: Tube Hn 6464 and AIR ia always available for 

HILLMAN your inspection. 

HELLMAN 10 saloon 1988, engine in crsent 

craton, rece complete overhaul Reason We like to receive visitors, but 

Po rn os @ full list of available models 
EAS. AEROMINX 10 hp, four- will be sent nab 

DT aor tect eat coed coca coe ape ceed 

tion—Autosnips, S High Road. Balham. Tel. to call. 

[O50 MILLMAN MINX ayn. coupe, ereen, 

950 ir eine shakes cous ale MERCURY MOTORS 


‘under $.000, out of covenant 
Hill. "Worksop." Phone 2775. 


JAGUAR 
1950 


White. | One owner. £1,950—-Rose and” Yount. 
Leds” 65-69 Stermhold Avenue, Sireathem Hill 
SW2" Tel: Tulse Hill 6404 and 8182 


Foto, 
FRAZER: 
saloon 


£050.83 Sparkea 


(Dee) XK 120 JAGUAR eater, tow 
imileaze. Exceptional condition, finished in 


MOTORS 


THE LEADING DEALERS 
in 
NORTH-WEST LONDON 


in 
good quality 


383 Northolt Road 
SOUTH HARROW 


Middlesex 
BYRon 2087 


December 21, 1951 


MG. 
HEAPEST 32 in England. 32 sports coupé 
working. 


MERCURY FOR M.G's. 

4425-1939 TA Tickford drophead, 16in_ rears, 

{445 1939 TA, resprayed green, maroon hod. 

47S 1939 TH open sealer, duo erEEN, sPot-o8 cae. 

£995 1938 TA 2aeater, cream and red, 

{378 1937 TA in maroon, very clean, 

£385 1937 TA, black, exsellent uoner 

‘Various others, including P and J types. Hire 
‘purchase availatte On all cars” Your present 


Car, -Uweewheeler "oe motorcycle taken in 
exchanee, 


MERCURY MOTORS, 
SKS Northolt Road, S. Harrow. 
Ryrom 2087. 


EBQBLL MO Mideet meee series TC 


‘coll, chromed "Ace discs, 
Tapley performance meter 


EGOS!!! Mo: Miduct 2scater series TC 


part of ‘the counuy. 
from Monday wo Saturday 


OW GERARD CARS, Abbey Lane. Leicester 
Phones. 61811/2/3/4, 
the Midlands for the Cooper Racing: and: Sport 
PER $00 MX. V 1981 offered with appros. 
‘£100 extras and spares, overhauled at the end 
fof keaton at & cont of over 80. Now on sale with 
ew 
find 


Pep huensand,” 312"Suationd’ Rend Shurey, 
Ne. Birmingham, Shirley 3091 (evenings. 


RILEY 


3 


1932 sroueroat Vi3s-sigauce, Motors. 31 
throuehout . C13S—3 core, 31, 
Eoping New Road. Bockburw Mil Essex Bock? 


AUTOSPORT 


ROVER 
GNS 1936 ROVER 14 hp. sports saloon, 


FOR SALE Supercharged 1.472 co. 

Special, perfect condition 

clude Clee "Hill “uial Nobie trophy. It Class 

Swards im 4-44. Derbyshire and High Peak trials 

‘Apoly"A". Lilley: (ingway” 3266). 

£150 125! FORD “Trials Special, mis-ensine. 
24 hp. (cyt) —Holdru, 0. Finchley 

Park, London, N.12. Mlllside $657, 


L2G LL] TRIUMPH GLORIA socciat 10 
#54 ssester spons tourer, one of the 
‘emariest pre-war sports models” we Ive sen. 


Free Selivery. Showroom open ll 7 pam. from 

Monday 10, Saturday 

1950 TRIUMPH RENOWN, Colour are 
1.200 miles. £1.130-—Green Man Garnne 

(Eating), Lid! Tel Ealing 5044 


VAUXHALL 
AUXHALL Jype saloon, "New engine fitted. 
1425,—Tudor Motors, London Rod, Hounslow 
Middx. Tel” Hounslow 4314 
VERITAS 
VERITAS METEOR post-mar 2tre BMW. 
‘mph. Dacater, Imoort duty and purchase tox 


aye been pag og hie rence <0 
‘Steatmam Hil, SW2” Tel 
ast and BUD 
VOLKSWAGEN 


Family saloon, in 
‘condition for Hs Year 
180-184 West End Lane, West Hampdead. NWA. 
HAMpsicad 6490 and 7327. 
ELITE MOTORS ofter: 
1936 RILEY 9 Merlio de luxe saloon. ro owners 


‘only. Maintained by Rally enthusiast. Faultles 
Shuts, really smart appearance. Any trial. £295. 


1946 (late) M.G. TC sports 2seater, red with bine 


“Phones: BALbam 2474 (4 lines) 
‘Grams: Etitemots, Toot. London, 


Hours of business 9 a.m. to 7 pm. (Mon. to Sit) 
(Wed. 1 pm. 


(Continued overleaf) 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS—continued 


December 21, 1951 


WANTED 


SPECIAL OFFERS—continued 


1949 
MORRIS MINOR Saloon de luxe. 
‘One owner, radio, exceptional condition throughout, 
4s. 
BROWNS of LOUGHTON, 
High Road, Loughton, Essex. 
Phones: Loughton 4119 and 3538 
(Toece minutes Tube Central Live.) 


ER, RICHARDS AND CARR offer choice 
‘ol the following cars: Alvis, Allard, HLRG.. 


ENTHUSIAST, 22. Pubic School, cacelent 


Gouney preterred ‘Sd 
UICK-LIFT TACKS and Trailers made for $00 


(ALYIS CXLINDER-BLOCK want 1935 sitver 
Easle.—Canitee, 
(ALYIS 12/50 or 12/60 ENGINE 


99 College Crescent, Hampstead, N.W.3. 
‘(Swiss Cottage Tube.) Primrose $914, 


FAYFAIR GARAGES LTD.. particularly want 
‘ll models Flat cars for cash. "Phone or write 


ACING VAN, good condition, interior lenathy 
approx. 14 ft, preferably equipped winch and 

rampe Box $53 

RELIABLE soortmcar, 2/4-seuer, 
make, Aston Martin’ preference. Economy of 

purchase’ and of, subsequent. maintenance exsental 

“Particulars and photograph 10 Box S31. 
TANTED.—Dellow, H.R.G.. Riley. Aston Martin 
acaier only —Full particulary 8} Sparken Hill, 

Worksop, 


SPORTS-CAR RACING 


Tipamnounsing that the 1952 
Monaco Grand Prix on the famous 
oe round-the-houses circuit 
would be a race for su 5 - 
cars of Le Mans lecafyiolss 
Noghes, President of the Monte 
Carlo automobile club, explained 
that the Grand Prix would be 
changed to make it more interesting 
for the spectator and to give real 
enthusiasts with racing experience 
the chance to enter, “Since the war” 
he continued, “all these high speed 
races have levelled down to a race 
between the same two or three top 
drivers and the same two or three 
makes of car. 


“To avoid this we are reorganizing 
the Grand Prix on the lines of the 
Le Mans race. This means that the 


AT MONTE CARLO 


four-hour race on the famous Monte 
Carlo circuit will be open to cars 
such as Jaguars, Allards, Aston 
Martins, Simeas, etc. The German 
Porsche is certain to compete, and 
there will also be an entry from 
Soviet Russia if U.S.S.R. authorities 
give permission”. 

The Grand Prix will be held at 
Whitsun on two successive days, 
‘one day for cars over 1,500 c.c. and 
one day for those under 1,500 c.c. 

While the new ruling will un- 
doubtedly open the race to a wider 
field of drivers, it may be questioned 
whether the spectators will, in fact, 
find a sports-car event at Monaco 
more interesting. The French have, 
in the past, run several of their more 
notable events for sports-cars; in 


particular the French G.P., the 
Marne G.P., and the Comminges and 
Pau races, but none of these meet- 
ings afforded a spectacle comparable 
to that provided by Grand Prix 
racing-cars. Public attendances at 
these races fell off, and it is signifi- 
cant that they have all been restored 
to racing-car status. The 1937 Prince 
Rainier Cup at Monaco was a 
sports-car race which proved in no 
way comparable to any of the 
formula G.P. events held over this 
most famous of all street circuits 
since 1929, 


. + . 


PECs, of all_three Armstrong 
Siddeley models _ (Hurricane, 
Whitley and Lancaster) have been 
increased to £1,110 plus £618 3s. 4d. 
P-T., making a total of £1,728 3s. 4d. 


SERVICES 


SUPPLIES 


& SPARES 


AYFAIR GARAGES LTD. 


Mostly completely reconditioned and all guaranteed. 
falzo 11008 snd. 1800) 


od 
a and. acces 
MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. 

Fiat repairs by skilled British and Italian mechanics 


Walderton Street (opp. Selfridges clock), Mayfair, 
MAYiair 3104/6. 


MERCURY MOTORS 


B8YRon 2057 
ALWAYS HAVE a varied selection 
of MORGAN THREE - WHEELERS 


and Sports Cars 
HLP. Terms on all Cars 


M 


Exchanges with pleasure 


383 Northolt Road 
SOUTH HARROW 


rm 
ror Lape X” REPLACEMENTS and 
WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


D. W. PRICE « ito 


LTD. 
NEASDEN CULMORE ROAD, s.z.is 
STONE Dit | 


NEW CROSS 456 


TANCRED ST., TAUNTON 
TAUNTON 293 


ARADE, ENFIELD 
ENFIELD 3170 


SAVOY 


SOLELY M.G. CARS SALES & SERVICE 


Wownsow 2298 & 3456 


TOULMIN MOTORS 


Recondidoned engines fp all models trom sock 
Soe oP RE ielble: @ Dynamos, saters a 


0% for all 
jectrics also 
available 


343 Staines Road - Hounslow - Middlesex 


GALLAY 


RADIATORS FUEL TANKS & OIL COOLERS 
have been used successfully for many years 


“CONSULT US ON ALL PROBLEMS 


fFALLAY LTD., 


Scrubs Lane, Willesden, London, N.W.10 
Associated with DELANEY GALLAY Ltd. 
LADbroke 3644 


P. A. ATKINSON 
of 
KING’S HEATH PARK GARAGES 


for Competition Tuning Lue 
| ALL CLASSES OF SPORTS-CARS OVERHAULED 


Cars prepared for Rallies, Trials and Sprints 


3 Avenue Road, King’s Heath, Birmingham 
Tel.: Highbury 1268 


M.G. & FIAT SPARES SPECIALISTS 


SILVERTOP Aluminium CY 
LUGGAGE GEIDS, AE 


Ww NITED for spot cash 
CARS of ALL TYPE: 


tmp Sarg 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 
(HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 6041 (0 lines) 


Hours of Business 

WEEKDAYS 

SATURDAYS 
97 


smooth running New Year with 
Winter Grade in season and 
Summer Grade the rest of the year. 
says Father Christmas. 


A Merry Christmas and a Go Z 


Recommended by leading British motor car manufacturers 
PRICE’S LUBRICANTS LIMITED 


Fublshed by AUTOSPORT, 33 Great Windmill Sire, London. WT, and 
eliher Hudson & Kearns, Lid, Hatfelds, Stamford Street, London. 


i oi 


prised By 
z 


